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amount. We are aware that every time we
purchase a motor vehicle we are sending
money to Ameriea, and that means a distinct
loss in hard cash to Australia. The same
authority writing on this subject says—

In Australia every pound that we have sent
to America in payment for motor trucks, trac-
tors, parts or fuel, represents a pound less
that should have been distributed either
amongst our farmers or amongst those seeond-
ary indudstries which have been forced out
of existence through the displacement of the
horse by American methods of mechanical
traction, that is to say, we have in effect re-
duced our gross inecome by the amount we
have sent to Ameriea.

Those remarks are perfectly true and should
be carefully considered by anyone who has
any form of traction at all. It would be of
great assistance to the Minister if he found
that there was a distinet demand set up for
horse traction. Just one other subject be-
fore I conclude my remarks. I wish to ex-
press plessure that the Minister has given
notice of his intention to introduce a Bill
to amend Section 55 of the State Trading
Concerns Act. I am satisfied that if the Bill
* is passed greater encouragement will be
given to the individnal who desires to de-
velop along some line of industry on his
own, free from competition by a body that
doss not pay rates or taxes, a body that
uses methnds of trading quite distinet from
those adopted in ordinary commerce. I
shall defer any further remarks I may have
to make on this subject until the Bill is be-
fore us. At the same time it shounld be ve-
membered that we have two lines on the
statute-book which rould he put inte opera-
tion next week without any further appeal
fo Parliament. Thoese two lines refer to fish
and meat shopz. I am satisfied that the
previous Government were disposed fo get
rid of the State trading concerns. They did
actually get rid of one—the State butter
factory. The proviso to Seetion 55 of the
Act did not stop them in that action. Be-
fore elosing T wish to add that the electors
who sent me here would expeet me to watch
closely their partieular inferests in the dif-
ferent parts of the province, but I a'so rea-
lise that it would be quite wroag on my part
to fut up for consideration any projeet that
might harass the Government in any way.
We are all aware that works spch as the
rebuilding of the cauzeway and the river
reclamation must stand aside for awhile.
Still we must not forget that the eamseway
is an artery that leads out of the city, that
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its present condition is dangercus, and that
it will become worse with the succeeding
years, At the present time I am prepared
to tell any of my electors who urge that this
work should be taken in hand, that it must
stand over until money becomes available
and conditions are easier. When that time
comes around I shall not remain silent if less
imperfant jobs are submitted for considera-
tion.

Hon. H. Stewart:
tive work.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Quite so.
It must be admitted also that from a health
as well as an aesthetic point of view the
work of the reclamation of the river cannot
long be delayed. I support the motion for
the adoption of the Address-in-reply, and
thank hon. members for the attentive hear-
ing they have given me.

On motion by Hon. E. H. Gray, debate
adjourned.

It will be a reprodue-

House adjourned at 9.23 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at -1:H0

pm., acd read prayers.

QUESTION—UNEMPLOYMENT
SUSTENANCE.

AMr. RAPHAEL asked the Miuister for
Ruailways: 1, Under what ronditions are
the men on the Greenmount deviation en-
gaged? What amount of sustenance does
the 14s. per week man receive while await-
ing re-engagement? 2, What amount of sus-
tenance does the 21s. per week man receive
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while awaiting re-engagement? 3, What
emount of sustenance does the 28s. per
week man receive while awaiting re-engage-
ment? 4, What amount of sustenance does
the 35s. per week man receive while await-
ing re-engagement? 5, What amount of
sustenance does the 42s. per week man re-
ceive while awaiting re-engagement? 6
What amount of sustenance does the 40s.
per ‘week man receive while awatting re-
eugagement? 7, What is the period of the
engagements? 8, What is the period lost
between engagements? 9, Do the 35s., 42s,,
and 49s, per week men work week about; if
so0, are these men not working for less than
their snstenance would be, if they were not
employed at all? 10, Is it his intention to
increase, the rations of married unemployed
to the same ratio as the Blackboy single
men? 11, Is it the intention of the Gov-
ernment to grant sustenance to girls and
boys, when dependent on their parents, when
such parenfs are dependent wupon susten-
ance for their daily bread? 12, Is it the
intention of the Government to subsidise
with sustenance those members of the State
Saw Mills who are working one week in
three?

The JMINISTER TOR RAILWAYS
replied: As life is short, the replies
are aftached bhereto. 1, The work is
rationed according to family obliga-
tions and the period of work is five
days per week at award rates. 2,
14s. sustenance each alternate week plus

14s. in the first week of work. Average
weekly earnings €1 13s. 10d. 3, 21s. susten-
fnce each alternate week, plus 21s. susten-
ance in the first week of work. Average
weekly earnings £1 17s. 6d. 4, Nil, plus 28s.
sustenance in the first week of work. Ave-
rage weekly earnings £2 5s. 5, 35s. sus-
tenance, plus 36s. sustenanee first week of
work. Average weekly earnings £5 3s. 8d.
G, 42s. sustenance, plus 42s. sustenance first
weelk of work. Average weekly earnings
£3 8s. 7, 49s. sustenance, plus 49s. susten-
ance first week of work. Average weekly
earnings £3 13s. 8, l4s. sustenance men—
one week on and two weeks ofi. 21s. sus-
tenance men—one week on and two weeks
off. 28s. sustenance men—one week on and
one week off. 35s. susienance men—one
week on and one week off. 42s. sustenance
men—one week on and one week off. 9,
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Answered by No. 8. 10, Answered by No.
2 to No. 7. 11, Single men at Blackboy do-
not receive vations. 12, Constderation is
being given to this matter. 13, Not aware
that such conditions exist.

QUESTION—EILLS OF SALE ACT.

Mr. PIESSE asked the Atftorney General:
Is it the intention of the Government to
introduce this session a Bill to amend the
Bills of Sale Act more espectally in regard
to the unfair incidence of repossession of
hire purchase goods?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied;
The matter is under consideratian.

QULESTION--WOREKERS’
TION ACT.

Mr. PIESSE asked the Attorney Gene-
ral: Is it the intention of the Government
to introduce this session a Bill to amend
the “Workers’ Compensation Aet” more
especially in regard to the liabilities and
crushing burdens upon industry$

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
This matter is under consideration.

COMPENSA-

LEAVE O ABSENCE.

On motion by Mr. Wilson, leave of ah-
sence granted for two weeks to the member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie (Mr. Corboy) on the
ground of urgent private business.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
Sizth Day—Amendment defeated.

Debate resumed from the previeus day
on the amendment moved by the memher for
East Perth (My. Kenneally)—

To add to the Address the following worda:
““But regret the action of the Government in
attacking the established industrial standards
of its employecs especially in the matter of
the hours of labour and the payment of dis-
trict allowaneces,’’

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir James
Mitchell—Northam—on amendment) [4.36] :
The member for FEast Perth (Mr. Ken-
neally) and I are very old friends. Years
ago I listened to his electioneering efforts at
a time when we were opponents and he was
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contesting the Northam seat against me.
The hon. gentleman, I am sure, has not lost
any of the eloquence he displayed to the
electors on the occasion to which I refer.
At any rate, he is a good sport. On each
oceasion after his defeat he said that he
was perfectly satisfied. I hope he will be
equally well satisfied when this amendment
has been disposed of. I do not propose to
take up the time of the House for more than
a few minutes. Actually only two points
were touched upon by the mover of the
amendment, the question of the application
of the court, and interest as this affects the
other question. I wish to make it elear that
the Government have a right to approach
the court and ask it fo deal with two points,
namely, the hours of employment, and dis-
trict allowances. e have not asked the
court to deal with wages. These maiters
were discussed at considerable length by the
hon. member. One would imagine from his
speech that we were attacking wages as well
as hours and distriet allowances. The court
will, of course, take no notice of what is said
in this Chamber. The hon. member bases
his attack on the Government if it can be
called an attack, upon what he terms the
standard of living. It is surely understood
by all that the standard of living is based
upon the amount we earn, plus the amount
we can Dborrow from outside the State.
These are the moneys upon which we live,
and upon which we provide for the standard
of living. T showuld like to see the standard
of living better than it is. For many vears
in this State we have borrowed considerable
sums of money. They might be called very
iarge snms of money, These have been used
to supplement the amount we have earned.
We can no longer borrow on the same scale,
and for some time it will be impossihle to
borrow on the same scale as heretofore, s
members know, the State will horrow this
vear £1,750,000. This is not more than one-
third of what we borrowed in 1927. Over
a long period, in order to develop the eoun-
try, we have borrowed large sums of money.
We eannot now borrow to anything like the
cextent we did.
Australia perhaps not very much is taken
from this State, buf each loan represzents an
outgoing from Western Ausirvalia of ap-
proximately half a million. When we do
get a loan, therefore, it means that we do
not get the full amount of it.  The full
amount is not available to us, even of the
£1,750,000, " because of the -contributions

When money is -vaised in -
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made by our own people. The hon. member
veferred to the cost, ineluding interest, . as
an important factor, which it undoubtedly
is. I would point out that horrowed money
is one thing and the interest we have agreed
to pay quite another. It would be a happy
state of affairs if we could borrow money
without interest. It is the payment of the
interest hill on the accumulated total, ex-
cept where the interest is earned by the in-
vestinent, that is ecausing a good deal of the
tronble. I do not know if the hon. member
noticed the other day that we in Australia
were able to borrow £3,000,000 in London
at a little more than 3 1/3rd per cent.

Hon. P. Collier: Was that at par?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Hon. P. Collier: It did not sayv so in the
paper.

The PREMIER:
ways at par.

AMr. Willeoek: For how long was the
loan

The PREMIER: For six months.

Mr. Willcoek: That is 634 per cent.

The PREMIER: The interest is at
31/3rd.

Mr. Willcoek: The hills were floated at
a discount of 967,

The PREMIER: We were advised that
that is what the interest worked out at.
Treasury bills in London are always regu-
lated by our overdraft.

Mr. Willeock: I thought they charged
£3 6s. 8d. discount.

The PREMIER: I am advised that the
intevest is about 31/3rd per cent. The
bank rate on overdrafts even now is only
4 per cent.

Hon. P. Collier: Three and a half per
cent,

The PREMIER : It was three, but went up
to four. Short-term loans in London ave at
a different rate from money borrowed over
long periods. Compared with Australian
conditions if is an extraordinarily jow rate
for money got under any circumstances.

Hon. P. Collier: Eapeeially at a time
when we cannot get long-dated loans.

The PREMIER: Yes, It will tids us
over for the time being. I hope the memhber
for Bast Perth will realise that it is impos-
sible to borrow money in these times at as
low a rate as in former years.

Mr. Munsie: At what rates were the honds
issued that this loan is to redeem?

The PREMIER: This renews Treasury
biils that had a eurrency of six months.

Treasury bills are al-
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Mr. Munsie: At what rate?

The PREMIER: 1 think at a litile more
than this. The money was raised when the
Leader of the Opposition was in offiee. T
think it was just about the same rate.

Hon. P. Collier: I think it was more than
this, They were issned about February.

The PREMIER: It is not very much
more. The member for East Perth got very
close to repudiation of our interest bills, T
would point out to him that in the Savings
Banks of Australia there are on deposit
funds to the amount of £230,000,000. In our
own Savings Bank a little over £8,000,000 is
on deposit.

Mr. Willeock: You eould make an ar-
rangement with them to pay half per cent.
or one per cent. less.

The PREMIER: That would be repudia-
tion, whatever you did.

Mr. Willeoek; No, it would not be repud-
iation.

The PREMIER: There is the position
regarding the State Savings Bank.

Mr. Kenneally: Presumably it is always
a matter of repudiation, except when it is
an attack on wages.

The PREMIER: It is not a question ve-
lating to our savings bank, but of the other
savings banks of Australia as well Tt
would not be possible for us to reduce our
rate of interest unless some arrangement
were made. There is over £230,000,000 in-
volved.

Mr, Willeock: If the Treasurer of the
Commonwealth and of the other States
agreed Lo reduce the savings bank rate of
interest, eounld it not be done? Could not
one per cent. be taken off that interest?

The PREMIER: If that were done, it
would be very satisfactory. If all the in-
terest rates were lowered, it would be all
right, but we could not do that owrselves
for fear of losing the money deposited with
our bank,

Mr. Willeoek : You conld come to an agree-
ment with them, and if a reduction of one
per cent. were agreed upen, it would mean
a saving of £2,300,000.

The PREMIER : That would be a consid-
erable saving indeed. That is not what the
member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
referred to; I doubt if he had it in mind at
all. The Leader of the Opposition knows
that we are forced to follow the Common-
wealth rate of interest or else lase our
money.
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Hon. P. Collier: There has never been
any co-operation hetween the Federal and
State Governments regarding savings hank
interest. There should have been co-opera-
tion, and hecause of the lack of it we have
been forced to increase our rate following
upen action taken by the Commonwealth.

The PREMIER: You were foreed to fol-
low them up.

Hon. P. Collier: That is so.

The PREMIER: There has been no co-
operation at all. In addition, we have had
to raise our interest on fixed deposits.

Hon. P. Collier: This is a matter on which
all the States should reach an agreement.
They should decide not to inerease rates, un-
less an agreement is arvived at.

The PREMIER: The question of over-
lapping is being inguired into. I agree
with the member for Geraldton (Mr. Will-
cock) that if we could reduce the rate of
interest to the extent he suggested, we would
save an enormous sum of money on the total
amount I have referred to. I would like
the member for kast Perth to remember that
that is not all. We have loaned to our peo-
ple £20,000,000, on which we charge an in-
terest rate up to seven per cent. It would
be splendid for them if they could get out
of paying their interest in the way the hon.
member suggests we could aveid paying
interest on the money we have horrowed. It
surely must be patent to everyone that the
sooner we can horrow overseas for develop-
mental purposes, the better it will be for
this State. Awustralia itself has loaned all
the money that can possibly be spared for
Governmental horrowings.  Possibly the
transactions have been overdome in that
direction, with the vesult that the interest
charged against industry is  enormously
high. There will e no change from that
position until our exports exceed our im-
ports considerably. 1 agree with those who
say that is part of the cost of production
in industry, but I do not agree with any
suggestion that we should repudiate our
responsibility te meet our obligations.

Mr, Kenneally: Who has suggested re-
pudiation?

The PREMIER: The hon. member got
very close to it. However, that is how the
position applies to the Government—3}
per cent. on short-dated loans in London;
4 per cent. minimum rate paid by the sav-
ings bank and 7 per cent. on money loaned
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to our own borrowers. When we talk lightly
ahout avoiding our interest obligations, we
are likely to do a tremendous amount of
harm and we should avoid doing that. If
any good could arvise out of such a sugges-
tion, it wonld he a different thing.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We do not desire
to avoid our responsibilities, but at the same
time we do not want to see these attacks on
wage standards.

The PREMIER: Twe points have been
raised in that regard.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Do not misrepre-
sent them,

The PREMIER: There are two poinls
regarding the cost of production. Surely
the member for Guildford-Midland {Hon.
W.D. Johnson), who has been a Minister of
the Crown, would not suggest that we should
go to the hondholders and tell them we in-
tend to pay them half per cent. less interest.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: No, but you could
nebotiate with them.

The PREMIER: The hon. member knows
full well that there are thousands of bond-
holders all over the country! It would be
niterly impossible for any Treasurer to nego-
tiate with them at all. What would he the
result of any suggestion made by the Prime
Minister (Mr. Secullin), when he reaches
England, that the interest paid on money
Australia has horrowed is too high? The
average rate is not particularly high, There
are some old loans that were flonted years
ago in respect of which the interest rate
is very low. As a matter of faet, our in-
terest was a little over four per cent. until
just latelv. Ours was a half per cent. hetter
than South Australia’s rate, and much lower
than the rates the other States had to pay.
Bevere making suggestions of this deserip-
tion. will hon. members first think if what
they propose is at all possible, and ask
themselves what good their contentions wenld
represent to the workers? How will it help
the workers if we shut out money that may
be horrowed in the Old Country? Obviously
there is no advantage to be gained for bor-
rowing in Western Australia for Govern-
mental works, because there is no money
available for that purpose. On the other
hand, it is surely indisputable that, in an
undeveloped country such as ours, it will
be good for the worker when we can horrowv
at a low rate overseas. That is all T wish
to say on that point. We are not approach:
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ing the court with the idea of redueing
standards. As a matter of fact, the stand-

‘ards of living will veduce themselves, and

1t must be obvious that unless we earn more
than we are doing to-day, that will be the
inevitable result. It is not a man’s pay
that represents his standard of living, but
the amount he is able to earn.

Mr. McCallum: That is a yueer argu-
ment,

The PREMIER: The sooner we can sup-
plement our present production, the better
it will be all round.

Mr. McCallum: You say that what a man
vurns, and not what he gets, constitutes the
standard.

The PREMIER: I dare say it is queer
tt the hon. member, but it is nevertheless
true.

Mr. McCallum: That argument would not
stand investigation for two minutes.

The PREMIER : If the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) delves a little
further into the book of economics he read
tecently, he will find that that is the posi-
tion. It is the work a man does and what
he earns that go to create his standard of
living, It is impossible for the standard of
living to be maintained if the worker has
to pay excessive prices for the commodities
he needs.

Mr. MeCallum: Ne matter how much you
can get out of it!

The PREMIER: I do not get anything.

Mr. MeCallum: No matter what you get
out of what you produce, it is what you
produce that makes the standard.

The PREMIER: How hopeless it is to
make the hon. member understand!

Mr, MeCallum: Yes, to understand your
argument. '

The PREMIER: Does the hon. member
realise that 80 per cent. of the work done
in this State is done for the worker, and
that if all do their work well and produce
well, it must obviously be to the beneﬁt of
the \mrker?

My, Kennealiy: Does that appl\ to wheat
now that the price is so low?

The PREMIER : It applies to everything
we produce or manufacture. Tt does not
apply only to material.

Mz, McCallum: You should write a new
treatise on economics,

The PREMIER: The member for South
Fremantle works lere in Parliament and,
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when he was sitting on the Treasury Bench,
it depended to some extent upon how he
worked, whether or not the State pro-
gressed. That applies also to every man
who works. I shall not say anything fur-
ther. I did not intend to speak at such
length, but the member for East Perth did
go to Northam and talk to my friends there,
I shall get a full report of all he said. I
do not think he has lost anything in modesiy
since we fought at a past general election.
I remember at one time before the cleetion
was held, I was going to Northamn and, as
we are on friendly terms, we had lunch to-
gether. He said, without a smile on his
face, * Well, to-morvow I will be member
for Northam.” We met again after the
election, and the hon. member said he was
satisfied that he was beaten. Hc showed
a proper feeling and I hope that when he
discusses questions of importanee, the in-
fluence of which may be felt in other parts
of the world, he will use a little more moder-
ation than he displayed las: nigat.

MR, . HEGNEY (Middle Swan—on
amendment) [4.52]: Before plunging into
the sea of political contention in this House,
I desire to congrafulate vou, Mr. Speaker,
on your elevation to the iapartint and hon-
oured position of Speaker of this lHouse.
At the ontset of a new member's career, 1
learn with interest, May lays it dewn that
the Speaker may extend a certmin amount
of indulgence and leniency fo the newcomer.
I am sure I echo the sentiment of all new
members when I say we are thankful (o May
for his considerntion and our helief thag
you, Mr. Speaker, will exertise your anther-
ity aceordingly.

Hon. P. Collier: We may suspend May
on this oceasion!

Mr. HEGNEY : As the representative ol
Middle Swan, a large working-class consti-
tuency, I support the amendment moved hy
the member for East Perth (Mr. Kon-
neally). In doing so, I believe I shall act
in aceordance with the opinions of at least
75 per cent. of the electors of Middle Swan.
When the present Government, throngh the
Premier, asked for the suffrages of the elec-
tors, the various speakers indulged in gene-
ral statements. When opening his eampaign
at Northam on the 28th January, the Pre-
mier himself made the sweeping assertion
that he would find work for all. Conse-
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quently, many electors in my constituency
voted in supporl of Sir James Mitchell and
his candidates, Many of those electars were
formerly supporters of the Labour Govern-
ment but voted against the party in expecia-
tion that political promises made would he
honoured. Many of them are disillusioned
to-day. Some of them said they would vote
for the return of Sir James Mitchell because
the position could not be worse than it was
then, but I am afraid the position is im-
measurably worse now than it was then.

Mr. McCallum: There bas been a rude
awakening.

Mr. Marshall: There is no dilteulty in
convineing them about it

Mr. HEGNEY : The present Government
arc seeking to Jwpose a longer working
week on the workers and to tuke away many
privileges they huve held for many years.
lu Agstralin in pucticular, and 1 wmany
other parts of tue world genervally, the
workers consider they are enbiled to
a shorter working week, wml they le-
sire to participate mwre in ke pro-
duets of their labour than hitherto.
There is no gainsaying the faet that inven-
tion and machinery have so increased ihe
produetive capacity of industry (hat the
workers are demanding and will continue to
demand a greater share in the product of
their labour. But we know that whenever
they desire to participate in the fruits of
Lheir labour, prices are always advanced
against them, and then wages have to be
chasing prices in an endeavour fo hold their
own. So the workers have found them-
selves in a vieious eircle and have become
determined to get some advantaze from in-
dustry by securing a shorter week. On that
issue we have had arzuments throuzhout
Australia for many vears past, snd the
workers of this eountry lhave proved their
case in the Arbitration Court. Before the
late Mr. Justice Higging, in both the en-
aingering ease and the timber workers’ case,
they proved conclusively to the eourt
that they were entitled to a shorter working
week in those respective industries. So to-
day we find that the 43-hour week i= gener-
ally applied throughout Australia, partieu-
larlv in the enginecring industries. We re-
memher how the Federal Arbitration Court
was reconstituted and an adverse decision
was piven against those industries, with the
resujt that for a period of vears we have
had strikes—we had ong in this State last-
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ing six months—against that adverse de-
cizion, and the workers for a peried had to
go back to the 48-hour wezk. Just now 1
an: apeaking in a general way about this
shurrer working week, because we cannot
dissuciate this State from the Enstern States,
any more than they can dissociate them-
“selves from us. In New Bouth Wales elec-
ttons have been fought on the shorter week
issue. I was in New South Wales when the
4H-hour Week Act was given effect to by
2 Labour Government. Subsequently a
Nationalist Government repealed that Aet.
Then, later, s Labour Government wera
again returned, and thev reintroduced the
‘dt-hour Week Aet in that State, At the
last election in that State Mr. Bavin pledged
him=elf to the electors ilhat he would not
repeal that 44-houwr Week Act. However, iz
has been repealed, and the 48-hour week
now obtains in that State.

Mr, Munsie: Tt was one of the very first
thines he did on atftaining oflice.

My, HEGNEY: In this countrv a Lahour
Govermment had n mandate from the people
in rvespect of its industrial administration,
particnlarly in the extension of the 44-hour
week to the workers. Six vears ago, when
that Government appealed to the electors
they expressed themselves favourable to the
extension of the shorter working week in in-
dustry, and until leaving office, so far as
they were able they made the 44-hour week
applicable to those in the industries dir-
ectly under the eentrol of the Government.
That attitude was confirmed at a subsequent
election. When the present Government
were appealing to the electors they made no
statement to the effect that they would at-
tack the existing position, or that thev would
try to take away the eonditions now ohtain-
inz. They bave no mandate for that.
only mandate they have at present is to find
work for all. That is the mandate they re-
ceived from the electors, vet of course they
are following out the traditional policy of
those opposed to labour by secking to smash
flown the conditions of the workers. Tf we
lnok at the position in Ausiralia to-dav we
find that some of the State Railway De-
partments have forced the workers hack on
tn the longer working week and have cut
thelr wages, notwithstanding which the posi-
fier has not improved in the States con-
cerned.  Take Queensland and New Sonth
Wales: Tn those States the nosition is he-
coming mueh worse than it was 12 months
aco ov even less. Vet we are told by econo-
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mists writing in the newspapers that if the
workers were to accept a reduction of 5 per
cent, in their wages, everything wounld be
all right. We know that even in this State
many of the workers have no income af all
at the present moment, while the incomes of
many others have heen halved, notwithstand-
ing which the position here has not im-
proved. So we are coming to sec that the
¢reating of unemployment and the cutting
down of wages will not resul in improving
the position. As [ have said, in New Soutly
Wales and Queensland the pusition has by
no means improved, despite the fact that
the hours of labour have been inecreased.
1 eannot understand the Governmeni of
this State moving the Arbitvation Court
in an endeavour to get the hours of lahour
extended, when we find that private
employers are asking the same couri tfo
grant shorter hours to the workers hecause
of the existing position. [t seems to me a
very illogical attitude for the Government
to take up. As to the shorter working week
in industry, as one who has worked in the
railway workshops and in most industrial
establishments in the engineering line in
Australia, I want to say that, although the
workers in the engineering industries may
not have the work quite as hard as they did
some years ago, the machines have so come
into vogue that the position in many indus-
tries has actually improved. That is to say the
productive effort of the worker is immeasur-
ably hetter to-day than it was ten years
ago. I know that the men in the mdustry
in which T worked have proved their case
up to the hilt in the Arbitration Court, and
in econsequence the 4d-hour week bas obtained
in that industry for many years past. Con-
sequently I think the present Government
in this State very ill-advised in trying to
got the men baeck on to the longer working
week. There is no mandate from the elee-
tors, and so I hope that even at thiz hour the
Government will see fit to revoke their deei-
sion. We find that Sir Otto Niemever, who
came herc to advise the Governments regard-
ing the question of finance, has made some
statements reflecting upon the workers; in-
deed, I think they econstitute a slander on
the Australian worker. For instance, he
said their productive effort was diminishing.
In one part of his statement he said that
in Australia, between the years 1924-25 and
1927-28, there was a 5 per cent. rise in the
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number of workers employed, but the volume
of industrial output only rose by 3 per cent.
His statement continnes—

Compare this with the Tnited Kingdom or
the TUnited States. In the TUnited States in
the same interval while faetory employment
has fallen 3 per ¢ent., output has risen 15 per
¢ent. In the United Kingdom between 1924
and 1928 the Pritish industrial population
rose by 5 per cent, while the output rose by
7 per cent, and the rate of industrinl re-

organisation in Great Britain is definitely an
accelerating one,

He goes on to say that the productive out-
put of the woerkers in this ecuntry las only
increased by 1 per eent. I remember some
time ago reading the evidence of Mr. Wie-
ken, the Commonwealth Statistician, before
the South Australian Royal Commission on
Manufactures and Secondary Industries.
Here are some of the remarks he made—

Mr. Wicken said that in eonnection with
manufacturing there was a widely-held opin-
ion that there was a tendency for the produc-
tion per employee to diminish. Im 1908 the
total added valve of production in Australia
was £36,000,000. That was lahour’s contri-
bution, plus whatever contribution was made
by capital. For 1923-24 the total was £141,-
000,000, or nearly a four-fold increase in
fifteen and a half years. Tn 1808 the value
of production per employee was £141, TIn
1923 it was £328. Taking 1911 as 1,000, the
price level of the manufacturing products in

1923 was 1,881. Prices in that year were 88
per cent. higher than in 1911,

Mr. Wicken said he had made a correction
for the price levels in the two years, and ac-
cording to the returns which he had, frem
1911 to the present time, there had been prae-
tically a eontinuous increase in the output per
cmployee, This was quite eontrary to what
was generally thought. The increase in out-
put per cmployee from 1911 to 1923 was 6%
per ¢ent.

If one takes the Commonwealth Statisti-
cian's book and gets the value of the our-
put per employee from that time till now,
we find the position has improved in respeect
of the workers. Sir Otto Niemeyer said
the productive output of the worker lad
only increased by 1 per cent. That state-
ment can he taken for what it is worth. I
prefer to take the statement of Mr, Wickew-.
who is on the spot and continually dealing
with this gquestion. So I think that disposes
of that statement of Sir Otto Niemeyer. Ii
is the workers that are careying on the in-
dustries of this country and keeping the
services going. Do for Sir Otto Niemeyer
to come here and say they are not produe-
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ing to the extent they were formotly, is an
absolute slander on them. There is another
phase of the matter, and that is the posi-
tion as it eonfronts us to-day. A member
of another place mentioned that under-con-
sumption prevailed to-day. That ic not the
general concensus of opinion in the Com-
monwealth. On the contrary, most of the
ceonomists confirm the faet that production
has immeasurably increased, and thal that
is one of the reasons why there is s0 much
unemployment. I do not make that asser-
tion myself. We have the evidence of that
from many, but I am going to quote from
Sir Henry Braddon, who is not a Labour
man. He was speaking in Sydney recently
at the lustitute of Engineers. In the daily
“Commercial News and Shipping List” he
iy reported to have said this—

When, after a period of agony, the surplus
stocks were sufficiently dissipated to permit
of a return of production to ‘‘mormal’’ con-
ditions, the whole world made a new and be-
wildering discovery. For years philanthrop-
pists, philosphers, altruists and humanitarians
had dreamed of the abolition of poverty. To
gecure that haleyon state of affairs it was
necessary that supply should eqeal demand,
The world had te produce enough to satisfy
the requirements of everybody.

By 1924 the world fully realised that the
rtate of affairn had changed so thoroughly
that the supply exceeded the demand. The
white man's world was prolucing more than
it eould sell. FEvery nation wanted a foreigm
market for its surplus products. To keep its
own markeis for its own producera every
nation, excepting Britain, indulged in legis-
lation that taxed the products of other coun-
tries right off its markets. They called it
‘¢ Protection.””’

The effect of this world-wide movement
was the partial destruction of world com-
merce.  Britain, as a nation, lived by the im-
portation of raw material and the exporting
of finished mamufactured artieles, by the
freight and fares earned as the world’s car-
rier, and Ly sgervices rendered all over the
world in the form of insurances of every sort.
With hostile tariffs rising everywhere againsat
her produets, Rritish Dominions manufactured
goods decreased gigantieally. Other nations
tried to hecome their own ocean wagoners by
lending money for shiphuilding and by fos-
tering ships when they were built with subsi-
dies for ocean-going ships, and exclusion of
foreign ships from the coastal commerce,

To-day there are more ships in the world
than ean be profitably utilised. There is more
wheat, meat, sugar, rubber, fruits, wool, eotton,
and everything else (excepting hideg) than man
ean use or consume., Stores and silos, shops
and emporiome, are crowded with goods that
are unsaleahle. They cannot be sold because
the purchasing power of the world is seriouasly
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reduced by the faet that over 16,000,000 of
white wage-carners are unemployved. They
are unempioyed beeause the stores arc burst-
ing with surplus stocks of what they produce,
and it is useless and often impossible to pro
duce more until the surplus stocks ure cleared
off the markets. The greater the material
wenlth, the worse off the workers seem to he,
Revolution will not help us out of the situ-
ation, and the statesman of the world will
find themselves up against n new riddle of
the Sphinx. Unless the problem ean be solved,
civilisation will either die or commit suicide.

From the works of economists who have
specialised in these questions, we realise
that this is one of the phases of the present
social system. Yet we are told that we
ought to increase our production in order
to solve the problem,

Mr. MceCallum: And we cannot sell what
has already been produced.

Mr. HEGNEY: There should be some
other way of attacking the problem. If the
hours of labour were Ffurther reduced, it
might be possible to solve the problem, hut
for the life of me I eannot see how it can
be solved by striving to increase the hours
of labour. The Premier stated this after-
noon that the member for East Perth {Mr.
Kenneally) was standing for repudiation. It
is axiomatic that Governments honour the
contractual obligations of their predeces-
sors with regard to loan and similar com-
mitments, but as has been poinied out, the
present Government would put the workers
into a different eategory. When it comes
to a question of the workers’ wages, we are
told it is quite competent for the Govern-
ment and for capitalists to repudiate their
obligations. Let me give an instanee of
what a Minister controlliug oue of the pub-
lie utilities did shortly after tzking office.
I refer to the State Quarries for which Mr.
Baxter is the Minister. For i uumber of
vears the emplovees have heen working the
sharter week and have enjoyved a 10-minute

smoko at 930 am.  Quarry  work
is  very laborious, and anyene who
bas studied the subject of industrial

fatigue knows thut if men ave given a hrief
spell after having worked a eouple of hours,
they are invigorated and enahled to produce
more during the next two hours. Capitalists
who have studied scientific methods admit
that. An American engineer named Taylor
studied the question and said that the idea
of expecting a man to bend his bhack at
7.30 a.m. and keep it bent until 12 noon had
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gone by the board. By giving a man a short
spell, he was rejuvenated for the enscing
period of work. That is only common sense.
Mr. Baxter, however, has abolished the 10-
minute smoko, although the men had en-
Joyed it for six or seven vears. It is wrong
to abolish the smoko in that industry, be-
cause the work is Jaborious. The men stavt
work early and to give them the brief spell
would not decrease their output. This I
regavrd as repudiation of a condition of the
industry that has prevailed for vears past.
During the war munition workers in TFug-
land worked exeessive hours. When many of
them fell ill, what did the Government do?
Mr. Liovd George was Prime Minister at the
time, and his Government reduced the week's
working hours to 47 and eliminated over-
time. The result was that the productive
effort of the workers increased. If a redue-
tion of the hours of labour from 56 or 54
to 47 was heneficial there, it should apply
also to Australia. T defy anyone to contra-
dict the statement that the Australian worker
is the equal of any worker in the world. He
has initiative, resource and physique, and I
contend he is the best worker in the world.
The excellence of his work is demon-
strated by the figures diselosed in the Com-
monwealth Statistician’s report. Many re-
ferences have lately been made to arbitra-
tion. In another place last evening it was
contended that the Arbitration Courts should
he abolished. Not long ago the “Sunday
Times” published a statement that the ab-
sence of nnemplovment in Italy and other
counfries was due to their having no Arbi-
tration Courts. Some yvears ago T read a
statement dealing with the conditions in an-
other part of the world. Mr. D. R, Hall, one
time Attornex General in the New South
Wales Government, made a visit to the coun-
tries of the East, particularly China. I wish
to quote his remarks on his return, in order
to give some idea of the eonditions with
which the Australian worker has to try to
compete. Mr. Hall said—

T had an opportunity of visiting many fae-
tories’ at Shanghai and elsewhere in China.
Tn that country there is absclutely no inter-
ference “by the Government with employer
or employee. There are no factory laws, no
Employers’ Liability Act, noe Arbitration
Court, no Workmens’ Compensation Aet, no
trade unionists, no Trades Hall, and no strikes.
BEvery one in China has that perfeet liberty
so much believed in by political economists

of a bvgone age, and even supported hy some
employers to-day. The results are appalling.
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In the silk factories children of six and
seven years of age work cleven hounrs a day.
In the eottan factories thonsands of stunted
little children of nine veara of age work from
#ix in the morning till six at night, and are
then replaved by thousands of others who
varry on till six next morning, The wheels
of the cvotton factories never stop, for meal
time, Sundays, or helidays. Onee n vear
Chinese New Year is celebrated.  Otherwise
the factories work 24 hours a day, seven days
a week, 52 weeks a vear. If auy preat degree
of gkill were required, no doubt such condi-
tions would muke for ineflieiency, Imt to-day
the machine does the work. The worker
merely puts in the raw material at one end
unil takes out the finished produect at the other.

These votton factories are not owned by
Chinese. They are owned by Britishers, who
have interests in fartories in England, and
who, instead of extending operations in the
Old  Country, where wages are relatively
higher and hours shorter, prefer te pay
Chinese children threepence per day for 12
hours’ work and to establish their factories
in a country where income taxes and labour
troubles are unknown.

This condition of affairs is reecognised as a
menace even in Japan, where, although labour
conditions are improving, they are still far
helow those cxisting in Auetralia. China will,
I am sure, be in the future one of the great
vonsumers of the world’s produets, and, ecom-
prising as it docs one-third of the world’s
population, it has a store of available cheap
labour and raw material which may, in ten
years, vause it to be the great producing cen-
tre of the world.

Journals dealing with the conditions of la-
hour in other countries show that Australia
enjovs a high standard. The ediet has gone
forth in Sir Otto Niemeyer's report thaf our
standard of living is too high relatively to
production. The ukase is that the workers
have gone as far as they ean go, and must
not wo any further. As one of the repre-
sentatives of the workers, I intend to do my
hest to zee that they do go further, and by
orzanisition demand more of the good things
of life which many other people enjoy. Un-
fortunately many of the workers are with-
vut employment. They are ont of work be-
vause of over-production and heeanse of
the financial erisis. That position has heen
accentuated hy the happenings during the
wuar. We in Australia are feeling the effects
uf the war now. The debt of Australia is
<1.100,500,000, and on that we have to pay
an annunl interest bill of £55,300,000, or
uore than €1,000,000 a week. Undoubtedly
that i= a heavy burden on the industries of
the eountry. It i< a first eharge on the coun-
try, und has to be met before any return is
mude either to labour or on investments.
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One-half of the lnterest bill is payable in
Aunstralia and the other halt abroad. We
know that war commitments cost the Com-
monwealth £710,000,000 to the end of 1929,
The yearly interest rate on the unextin-
guished portion of the war debt, which zow
stands at £282000,000, is £13,176,000, nd
our colmitments in respect to pensions aud
schemes of repatriation total another
£15,000,0000. These <umsx have to he
met, and there is no question of their
being a drag upon the productive
capaeity of the workers. Lahour is but
one of the factors in production, and i* is
only fair that the other factors should have
to bear their share of the burden. It should
not be the workers only who have to do the
suffering all the time, not they alone should
have to pinch their bellies. The other fae-
tors, especially interest and rent, should bhe
reduced substantially. As member for
Middle Swan, a distriet which is particularly
afiected, I have much pleasure in expressing
those views on the question before the House.
I suppert the amendment moved by the
member for East Perth.

ME. WITHERS (Bunbury—on amend-
ment) [5.34]: I thought a case would have
been put nup hy the Govermuent in oppw-i-
tion to the amendment and in support of
their attitude towards the workers, wova
expecially the workers employed by the (*ov-
ernment, It should not be necessary for
members on this side of the Chamber to rise
continually in support of the amendwent.
There seems something like a conspiracy of
of silence on the other =ide.  Surely ihe
matter is not one to be ventilated only teon
one peint of view, The positien to wkich
the amendment vefers is most serious, [lad
the amendment not been moved, I <lould
have elaborated on the subject whilst speak-
ing generally to the Addvess-mr-reply. Dur-
ing the whole of this discu=sion no delence
has heen attempted by the Governmert of
their action in reeking to inevease working
hours from 44 lo 48 and to aholish di=tziet
allowances. The Minister for Works, wwhen
on a former veeasion lie endeavonred t, re-
ply to the mewmber for South Frem.xile
{(Mr. McCallum). put up no ease whateoer,
The records he read had ne heaving ot ihe
position.  One conld go back in the hi-fory
of Western Australiz Yor many vears - nl
vontrast the position obtaining then ith
that which exists to-day. The Ministcr tor
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Works said the distriet allowanee was never
granted until the goldfields water seheme
was being constructed. However, I was
working in Southern Cross long before the
pipe line came within sight of that town, and
I was receiving a district allowance at that
time. As an old emplovee of the Railway
Department I went to Southern Cress in
1901, and the disivict allowance I then re-
ceived was 1s, per day.

The Minister for Works: The pipe line
reached Kalgoorlie in 1901,

AMr. WITHERS: No; in 1902. 1 left
Southern Cross in May of 1902, and the
pipe line had not reached Southern Cross
then.

My, Willcoek: The water scheme was
opened at Kalgoorlie towards Christmas
time in 1902

Mr., WITHERS: I was then receiving
8s. per day, with 1s. per day goldfields al-
lowance. I may add that my fortnight's
pay frequently amounted to £11. The
hours then were 54 bhefore one got one's
week in, and there was no time and a-quar-
ter for overtime, or time and a-half for
Sunday work. My ordinary pay amounted
to £5 10s. per fortnight, and I could double
it beeause of the way the department were
asking me to work. In Kalgoorlie T had to
go to bed during the daytime in the heat of
the goldfields summer, gei my sleep and my
bath and my food and be back at work
within eight hours, and at Southern Cross,
my home station, I had 10 hours off
duty. Work was then practically a
eontinuous process. Really we were work-
ing all round the eclock, and we did nob
even know the day of the week to go to
church.  Such were the conditions of work
existing when T went to Southern Cross.
In 1902 considerably improved conditions
were secured. We did not get an increased
distriet allowance, but we got the week’s
work down to 48 hours, with time and a-
quarter for overtime and time and a-half
for Sunday.

The Minister for Railways: You did rot
get time and a-half for Sunday work?

Mr. WITHERS: We did.

The Minister for Railways: In what year
was that?

Mr, WITHERS: In 1902. 1 am speak-
ing of work in the locomotive branch. A
great deal has been said ahout the district
allowance and comparisons have heen drawn
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and the question has been asked why railwey
men should get the allowance and Publie
Works Department employees should not.
1 speak with knowledge wher I say that
almost throughout the railway service it was
the rule that before a man could obtain
employment he had to pass fivsily an edn-
cational test, then a physical test, and thirdly
an eyvesight test. These qualifications were
not demanded in the case of a man whom
the Public Works Department were sendi.ig
on an ordinary job of dam-sinking. To be-
come a member of the railway service, a
man has to be above a certain age and hel.\w
another age. After working a year or two
in the Railway Department he is cut otf
from learning any other trade or followiny
any other oecupation. Being too old to
learn anything new, in the event of ru-
trenchment a railway servant has to hecowme
a hewer of wood or a drawer of water
Suppose a man joined the railway service
under certain conditions in the metropolitan
avea. After working there for a certuin
time and perhaps getting married, he is
transferred to some isolated place. I lLave
had experience of that; I am not speakiny
without my book. I can testify that there
are various isolated places where a district
allowance is absolutely essential to bring
the worker, whether in the railway service
or in the Public Works Department, to uiy-
thing like the level of a similar worker in
the metropolitan area. One can judge :ow
mueh discontent there would be if srimne
public servants were constantly detained
in the metropolitan area on certain wages
and conditions, while other public servants
were transferred to isolated spots without
receiving some consideration in the nature
of a district allowance. What indueement
is there to build homes in places like Cue,
Leonora, or Laverton? WWhile I was in tha
railway serviee 1 was transferred to Cue
three times, and a= a married man I krow
what the distriet allowance means. To eall
in a doctor or a nnrse for the hirth of a

.child meant an expenditure of £18.  That

was the kiek-off hefore the dayvs of the
maternity honus. I may mention that I was
the first to claim the maternity honus in
Cue. After all, what did Andy Fisher's £5
haby bonus really mean? Do not hon. wmem-
bers agree that people going out back ore
entitled to some consideration? A person
going merely to a easual job owutside the
metropolitan area is possibly not entitled to
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a district allowanee; but the man who has
had to uwndergo tests before securing em-
plovment, and who is called upon to bear
heavy responsibilities, should receive some
special econsideration. The member for East
Perth was quite right in moving the amend-
ment. The result has been to get the ques-
tion thoroughly ventilated.  No doubt it
would have heen fully discussed in the course
of the Address-in-veply debate, but the
amendment brings it prominently before
the public. The amendment serves to test
in this Chamber the attitnde of certain peo-
ple who made promises on the hustings.
Let us see whether they are prepared lo
adopt the zame attitude here as they adopted
on the hustings.  Let us see whether they
are prepared to keep the pledges they gave
when eanvassing for votes, when asking
electors to support them in preference to
other eandidates. Those hon. members said
on the hustings, “We are not in favour of
reducing the standards of the workers in
this eountry.” I shall vote for the nmend-
ment, -and I hope that all those hon. mem-
bers who on the hustings declared themselves
unwilling to lower the standards of the work-
ers in Western Australia will also vote for it.

THE MINISTER FOR WOREKS (Hon.
J. Lindsay—D>Mt. Marshall—on amendment)
[3.43]: Like the Premier, I intend to be
brief. However, I wish to take this oppox-
{unity of replying to some of the state-
ments made by the mover of the amendment,
Last night I interjected a remark to tne
cffect that the Commissioner of Railways
had applied to the Arbitration Court for a
reduction of the district allowance—

My, Kenneally: Reduction, nof abolition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: —and
that the previous Government had stopped
him. The member for East Perth {(Mr,
Kenneally} jmmediately declared that the
C'onunissioner had not applied and that the
Government had #ot stopped him.

Mr. Kenneally: That is as regards aboli-
tion.

The MINISTER FOR WCORKS: I have
liere a file dealing with the subject. It con-
tains the report of a deputation from the
joint railway unions committee to the Min-
ister for Railways. Here is portion of what
the deputation stated—

Yet, in spite of that, it was now proposed

to appose the unions’ application for increased
allowances. Indeed, the intention was to apply
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for a reduction of allowanees in vertain places
and for the abelition of the allowances alto-
gether at Kalgoorlic and some other centres,
They thought it necessary to bring this mat-
ter before the Minister, becanse they did not
think a Labour Government would support the
action proposed to be taken by the depart-
ment. The railway unions would he placed in
an invidious position if, in applying for iu-
creased allowances or extension of the dis-
tricts where allowances were granted, they
were faced with a counter-apptication for a
reduction. Aorcover, the miners’ union were
also coming before the court, and Mr. Haynes
would be called to give evidence in this diree-
tion, and he was of opinion that the ecasc
would be prejudiced by the fact that his own
union’s application woull he opposed.

He e is the Minister’s reply—

The Minister pointed out that when the
resolution referred to was carried in Parlia-
ment:

That was the resolution carried at the in-
stance of the present Leader of the Oppo-
sition—

there was no doubt the cost of living in
those districts warranted cxtra pay. That
might be so still, but conditions might have
altered. He did not know. But lie thought it
was reasonable that all the information avail-
able should be placed before the court so
that they could determine whether there
should be any alteration.

Mr. McCallum: ‘What is wrong with that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
1 was dealing with the question, I asked
what was the differcnce between a worker
living in Kalgoorlie, not employed by the
Government, and one that wns. If a man
emploved by the Government is entitled 1o
the privilege, so is evervone else.

Mr. Panton: We agree with that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
position is that the previous Government, in
the claim of the Commissioner, applied for
the abolitton of the distriet allowance in
Kalgoorlie.

Mr. Willeock: The Government did what
every Government had done in the last 35
years—left the thing severely alone.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
Commissioner of Railways had lodged his
applieation at the court and had proposed
to abolish the distriet allowance at Mereo-
din and up to Southern Cross,

Mr. McCallum: Not the Government,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: ‘'[be
department. Tp to that point the Govern-
ment had not interfered. Considerable pres-
sure was brought to bear upon the Govern-
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ment by varicus unicis aind the result was
that this appears in the then Minister for
Railways, own handwriting—

The policy of the Government in regard to
allowances is to allow present conditions to
stand with regard to additional umounts,
the c¢laim to be resisted in the Arbitration
Court. Will you arrange aecorlingly?

That was addressed, to the then Commis-
sivner of Railways.

Hon. P. Coilier: Well, what about it?

AMr. MeCallum: What is wrong with that?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
other evening I was told that the late Gov-
ernment had not interfered, that the Com-
missioner of Railways had uot applied. 1
have replied to that statemen:.

Mr. MeCallum: You have replied to the
aholition.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I agree
that there is a slight difference.

AMr, MeCallom: 1 don’t know what you
would do if there was a big difference.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
asked that allowances should be abolished in
certain dlistriets, The Leader of the Oppo-
sition sald that we were appealing to the
court hefore the award had expirec.

Hon. P. Collier: 1 know you had the
right to do so; I did not say you hnad not
the right.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
are a number of cases now hefore the court
—painters, decorators, dredge workers, car-
«penters, -joiners, plumbers, engineers on
Goldfields Water Supply pumping stations,
moulders, engineers {amalgamated), mental
hospital attendants, mental hospital do-
mesties, 0ld Men’s Home, ete.

Hon. P. Collier: Tt is not denied that
yovr have the right to apply to the court.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: We have
not asked for a variation of the Water
Supply award for the simple reasen that
the first 12 months do not expire un-
til next April, but we can apply for the
alteration of district allowances any time
afler the basic wage has been fizxed. We
have asked the court to act because we be-
lievc the ecourt to he the proper body to
deal with wages and conditions. Tle result
of our action is that we have been attacked.
I have also been told that this malter has
not been dealt with previously. I did make
the statement that the eourt had not dealt
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with district sllowanees. In 1925 the Mit-
chell Government applied to the court for
& reduction of distriet allowances,

Mr. Kenneally: It seems a habit of the
Mitchell Government.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 Lave
a list of the elaims for considerable in-
creases. In that particular ease Mr. Justice
Draper was the presiding judge, but he
wus nol asked to decide whether distr.c.
allowances were justified or not. All he was
asked was to give a decision on the depart-
mental claim and the union’s claim, The
district nllowances were discussed at con-
siderahle length. and in speaking to the
minutes, Judge Draper, then President of
the conrt gaid—

[ have no hesitation in saying that these
district allowances of the Government are not
very logieal, and they will not be repeated
again, so far us I am concerned.

Now we are asking the court whether thev
shall be continued or not. It naturally fol-
lows that as there are two parties to the
guestion, we are asking the court to decide
an issue which we helieve to be right and
proper. T hope the amendment will be de-
feated.

ME. SLEEMAN (Fremantle—on amend-
ment) [5.53]: Before addresssing a few re-
marks te the amendment, I desive to take
thi= opportunity to congratulate you, Sir,
on being appointed to the Speakership-
There are others also fo be congratulated,
but I shall reserve those congratulations to
a later stage, when I shall be speaking to
the Address-in-reply. Reverting to the
amendment, it seems to me that the Gov-
ernment have made out no ease at all in
their reply to the charges advanced by the
member for East Perth (Mr., Kenneally).
A lot has been said ahout thoze who are
working not for the Government, but for
private enterprise, and it has been argued
that hecanse private employees do not get
district allowances or other similar econsid-
erations, Government employees should not
teceive them. I do not take that line of
reasoning at all. I believe that the Gov-
ernment should be the model emplover and
should point the way to the private em-
ployer. If all employees’ conditions were
based on those imposed by private em-
ployers, then Government employees wonld
be in for a bad time.
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Mr. Sampson: Do you suggest that ap-
proaching the court is doing something
wrong?

Mr. SLEEMAXN: I do suggest that the
Premier denied that had nothing to do with
it going to the court and that the Com-
missioner for Railways was responsible,
Now, a little while afterwards, we find an-
other Minister saying that he ‘vok the re-
spousibility. I contend it is wrong for the
Premtier to try to mislead the House.

Mr. Sampson interjected.

Mr. SLEEMAX: If the member for Swan
does not wish to hear what I have to say,
he can at any rate keep gquiet. The Gov-
ernment have said that in applying for the
abolition of distriet allowaneces, they are not
applving for the abolition in places like
Marble Bar and Port Hedland. Everyone
will agree that in outlandish places such as
those, the meople who are working there
should be left as they are. God knows things

are had enough in the State and
the Government should be ashamed
of their attitude of attacking peo-
ple in outlying parts of the State.

The action of the ex-Government shows
that they were friends of the workers,
bui the present Government, no soconer do
they take their seats on the Treasury beneh,
than they attack the workers' rights by inter-
fering with the distriet allowances and
the hours of the workers. It seems to me
that there is only one thing that the present
Government are prepared to do, and that is
attack the hours and conditions of the
workers, and it does appear very funny that
while they are attacking the hours of
workers, they are prepared to reduce the
honrs of their own Ministers. We find that
some of the holders of portfolios leave their
offices to earrv on their private husiness and
in that way reducing the number of honrs
that they should he devoting to the work
of the eountry.

Hon. P. Callier: Times are hard.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Government are
rationing their own work but not rationing
their own wages,

The Minizter for Railwavs: That has an-
plied ta all Governments.

Mr. SLTEEMAN: T do not ecare: T do
not helieve in it. Tf the previous Government
had professional men in their vanks cem-
peting acainst ontside professional men. T
wonld have said it was wrone, T will
eriticise sueh econduct no matter to which
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side of the House Minjsters may belong.
I intend to be fair. The present Gov-
ernment believe in inereasing the hours
of the workers and they believe in rationing
wages. In that case, they should start ai
home, they should ration their own work
and the salaries they receive when they are
engaged in outside work. We find mem-
bers of the present Cabinet taking briefs
at the Supreme Court and I suppose, draw-
ing big fees when they should be attending
to their Ministerial jobs.

Mr. Parker: And when there are private
members available.

Opposition members: Hear, hear!

AMr. SLEEMAX: It would be interesting
to hear that Ministerial salaries were being
reduced by the amount received for briefs,
and that Ministers were being paid
actually for what they were doing for the
Crown. In these fimes of depression, there
must be amongst the budding legal fratern-
ity those who would be pleased to get some
of the fees that Ministers of the Crown are
drawing in addifion to the salaries they are
receiving from the State.

Mr. Panton: Not only budding lawyers,
but full-blown ones,

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, and capable of)
pleading cases. When rationing starts, it
should start from the top—the Ministers
themselves—and go to the bottom. There
is one thing I menlioned before that previ-
ously the Premier had denied, that the Gov-
ernment attacked the standard of living by
attempting to increase the hours and abolish-
ing the distriet allowances. To-night he
has admitted that the Government have at-
tacked the standard of the workers. There
is one feature of the debate to whick I would
draw attention. Last night the member for
Avon (Mr. QGriffiths) declared himself in
favour of keeping the district allowances
for the workers. Now it will be interesting
to see when the division is taken whether
the hon. member will stick to his expressed
views so that the workers at Merredin shall
not suffer, or whether he will be brought
to heel, when the whip is eracked, and vote
against his own belief. T have ruised the
point T wished to raise, and will have an
opportunity on the Address-in-reply to speak
upon a greater variety of subjects. T hope
the Government will see the error of their
ways apd withdraw their application to the
Court. If members vote according to their
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conscicnee, T believe the amendment will be
carried.

The Minister for Railways: Are youw
going to talk again on the Address-in-reply?

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope to.

Mr. Parker: And so do we.

Mr. SLEEMANX: It is a pity tie Minister
for Railways has not had something to say
on this amendment. I hope it is not too
late for him to speak even now, and to ex-
plain the attitude he will adopt. I support
the amendment.

MR. CUNNINGHAM (Kalgoerlie—on
amendment) [6.2]: T wish to congratulate
you, Sir, upon your election to the position
of Speaker. Knowing you as I have done
for many years, I realise that all sections
of the House will get a measure of fairness
at your hands. We know that will be the
case from your long association with this
Chamber. I also desive to congrafulaie the
members of the Mitchell Government. Many
of the Ministers have previously held office.

Mr. Withers: They ought o gel on with
their promises.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM : Some of them have
held Ministerial office on previous oceasions,
and will therefore be mnsed to the job.

Hun, P. Coilter: They bave not settled
down too much.

AMr. CUNNINGHAM: I am the more
surprised fo learn of this proposal to alter
a policy that has been in existence for a
number of vears when I vremember that some
of the members of the present Guvernment
once Jived on the goldfields, and represented
goldfields constifuencies. I am swrprised
that they have given their consent to the
alteration In a policy which strikes a blow
at the standards of living of those they pre-
viously represented.

The Minister for Railways: I do not know
that I ever drew a district allowance.

Mr. Panton: What would voun expeet when
you were always asleep at the engine?

Hon. P. Collier: That was through work-
ing long hours.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: At that fime fthe
Minister for Railways represented people
on the goldfields. The district allowance
was in existence. As an old goldfields rep-
resentative he knows well the reason why
this was provided.

Mr. Panton: And he was an ardent sup-
porter of it, too.

[9]
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My. CUNNINGHAM : It was realised that
people who lived in outback cermtres had
not the comforts nor the opportunities en-
joyed by the more civilised localities in the
metropolitan aren. The dwellers outhack
were not accessible to onr seaside resorts.
They had not the pleasure of looking at
our Dbeautiful river or our ocean beaches
without first contributing to the State by
way of railway fares and ineurring addi-
tional expense besides.

The Minister for Railways: The condi-
tions vary from street to street. How ave
you to allow for that?

Mr. CUNNINGHAM : There was also the
question of family life. It is more expen-
sive to rear a family in an outback centre
than it is to do so in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Angelo: I question that.

The Minister for Agriculture: The Arbi-
tration Court says it is cheaper,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: As an offset
agninst the high rents in the metropolitan
aren w¢ have to consider that people are
better served there in the matter of eduea-
tional facilities and in numerous other
directions that in a large measure concern
the welfare of a family.

Mr. Sampson: The educational facilities
at Kalgoorlie eannot be questioned.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: They are superior
to those at Leonora, but the educational
facilities at Kalgoorlie cannot be eompared
with those in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, they
can, judging hy the large percentage of
those who pass through the higher stand-
ards.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The University is
free to the mau in the metropolitan area
who ean afford to send his son or daughter
to it instead of putting them to work. How
does the child of a man at Kalgoorlie, Men-
zies, Leonora, Cue or Meekatharra fare com-
pared with the child of a man living in
the metropolitan area?

Mr. J. H. Smith: That does not apply
only to Kalgoorlie, but to the country dis-
triets.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I am speaking of
the outhaek centres. The district allowances
which it is proposed to abolish have been
in existence for 35 .vears. I am sure the
amendment will have the support of the
member for Nelson and the member for
Carnarvon.
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Mr. Panton: The member for Carnarvon
looks like it.

Mr. Angelo: If you ean satisfy me that
a distriet allowance will enable people to
send their children to the University, I may
be with you.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I am sure that the
hon. member will view this matter fairly
and will do his utmost to have it put right.

The Attoruey General: He knows the
court will view it fairly.

Mr. Angels: I have not the wisdom of a
judge.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM : I cannot interfere
with the work of the courf. I have not
mentioned it.

Mr. Aungelo: Neither have I.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: I have referred to
the alteration of the poliey and the aboli-
tion of the district allowances and the in-
stitution of the 48-hour week.

Mr. Kenneally: It is the first hit at the
workers.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The Government
have been badly advised. They have seized
the first opportunity within a few weeks
of assuming office to strike a blow at a
custom that is 35 years old. Surely a eus-
tom which has stood the test of so much
time deserves more consideration at the
hands of the Government than it has re-
ceived.

The Minister for Works: The court will
give it all due consideration.

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: The Governmeni
have shovelled this proposition holus bolus
before the court.

The Minister for Railways: Have you
no confidence in the eourt?

Mr. CUNNINGHAM: Yes, but 1 am not
going to allow the Minister for Railways
to side-track me as to the work of the
eourt.

The Minister for Works:
crux of the whole thing.

Mr, CUNNINGHAM: The Minister for
Works has effected an alieration in a policy
which was the policy of previons Govern-
ments over a matter of 35 years, and also
seeks to increase the working hours per
week.

The Minister for Works: That should
not be the policy of any Goverrment. The
wages and working conditions should be
decided by the court.

That is the
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Mr. CUNNINGHAM: A few years ago
the leader of his Government agreed that it
was a proper thing to do to give these allow-
ances. Allowances were given in those cen-
tres where the same Premier now proposes
to abolish them. The Government have
been ill-advised to take this step, and should
have given it more consideration. When
they have taken all the circumstances into
account I am confident they will see the wis-
dom of withdrawing the application from
the court. Meanwhile I support the amend-
ment.

MRE. WILLCOCK
amendment) [6.107:
Mr. Speaker, upon your
to the high and honourable position
you now hold I am sure with the
knowledge we have of your career in Parlia-
ment that we need have no misgivings, even
if sometimes we do not agree with all your
decisions, as to the honesty and fairness of
such decisions yon may he called upon to
give. Regarding the amendment, members
of this side of the House consider there has
heen a vital change in the settled policy of
the country which for 35 years has been
favourable to the granting of district allpw-
ances. It was a serious step for the Govern-
ment to take. No matter what political
parties have been in office, every Govern-
ment for 35 years, almost without exeep-
tion, approved of the principle of distriet
allowances, Some members of the present
Government were in the Cabinet which ap-
proved of these allowances, and it now re-
mains for them to alter the position. Any
Government, with the precedent of a settled
policy which has endured for many years
should show some justification for the change
and give good reason for the departure frinn
the custom. It appears to me, however, that
this is taken as an opportunity, perhaps, to
adininister a blow at the workers’ couditions.
It ean he argued that there is a good ease
for distriet allowances. Members opposite
may say the proper place to argue that is in
the Avrbitration Court. That tribunal, how-
ever, must arrive at its decision upon the
evidenee that is placed before it.

The Minister for Works: Quite correct.

Mr, WILLCOCK: It is quite possible
that the requisite evidence may not be forth-
coming when the time comes to deal' with
these distriet allowances. The evidence
varies from week to week aceording to the

(Geraldton — on
I congratulate you,
appointment
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personnel of the men who are affected. The
member for Bunbury spoke about the ma-
ternity allowances. There may be times in
the year when only single men weuld he
living in a particnlar centre and they woitii
not be affected by such an allowance. It
may be that in some places the argument as
to eduecational faecilities does not arise, be-
cause at that time there may be no married
men in a partienlar district.  So il goes ou
through all phases of domestic life that must
be affected considerably by the proposed
alteration to this old custom.

Sitting suspended from G.15 ta 7.2 pon.

AMr. WILLCOCK : We all agree that the
Arbitration Court was established for the
purpose of settling disputes in  industry.
The ground uwpon whieh the no-confidence
amendiment has been moved is that the pre-
sent Government have taken up an atfitude
contrary to that of every other Government
during the past 35 vears. Theve has never
been a dispute regarding district allowances
betore. That provizsion has been part of
the settled poliey of the State, and every
(iovernment, every adninistration, and every
Commissioner of Railways agreed it was n
Just provision fo make. 11 has always been
recognised as right to extend consideration,
by way of a monetary allowance, to people
who, in the interest of the eountry, and in
the course of their duties, have had to be
sent to the outback portions of the State.
Tt will readily be recognised that there are
serious  disabilities attached to life in the
outback. No railway employee or Govern-
ment emplovee of any deseription would de-
sire to work in the outer areas, In some
departments that fact is realised by using
it as a method for meting out punishment,
Because of something that has met with the
disapproval of the depariment, an officer is
sent out into the baeck blocks. To those
whose dunty requires removal to the outer
districts, the fact that they are paid distriet
allowances is accepted as a recognition of
the disabilities under which they will live.
That has heen the settled policy of the State
for the past 35 years. T am not a voung
man, but I have spent considerably over
lalf my life in this State.  Yet district
allownnces were in vogue long before I ever
dreamt of eoming here, The payment of
those allowances is not some innovation that
has been ftried for a brief period and
found to be unworkable, unjust or unneces-

- on the wovkers at all.
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sary. It is something that the people of
Western Australia, and particularly those
who have been charged with the administra-
tion of the State's affairs, have always
agreed upon as a measure of justice to those
affected.  Apparently the Government are
perturbed regarding railway finances, and
this is one methed to be adopted to bring
revenue and expenditure more into line. It
will be agreed that officers in the Railway
Department have given excellent service to
the State for many vears in transporting
produce from one end of the State to the
other. This is a tiime of serious stress, when
evervone is appealed to in order to secure
goodwill in industry and co-operation and
co-ordination of effort on the part of all sec-
tions, prarticularly the workers. I those
circunstances, the present is the wrong time
to chiwose for asking a section of the workers
to suffer an additional disability that has
never heen cxperienced heforve. T was sur-
prised at the attitude of fhe Premier when
Le spoke this atternoon, Without reflecting
upon you, Mr. Speaker, I do not think the
Premier diseussed the amendment at all,
Rather did he deal with the speech made by
the member for Bast Perth (Mr. Kenneally)
with reference to interest charges. The Pre-
mier's speceh was not in vain heeause it did
addnee some workahle means by which the
desire of the member for East Perth re-
garding a reduetion of interest could be at-
tained. The fact remains that the Premier
did not toueh the subjeet matter of the
amendment.  After taking np 20 minntes of
the time of the House, he sat down and did
not give us any information regarding the
charge we make, that at this stage in the
history of the State, the Government shonld
select such a time for an attack on the eon-
ditions of labour, There was no mention in
the I'remier’s poliey speech regarding his
intention to take away this partieular privi-
lege.

Mr. Pauton: Rather the eontrary,

Mr. WILLCOU'K : If anvthing, there was
an indication that no attack wonld be made
Had the Premier been
frank, straight forward and eandid, and said,
“If T take over the Government, one thing
I shall do is to take away the distriet allow-
ances,” the position to-day might have been
quite different. T believe that there would
have heen se much opposition, even in his
own electorate of Northam, that in all proba-
bility Sir James Mitchell would not have
heen veturned to power.
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The Premier: We do not get a distriet
allowance there; you are geiting out of
your depth,

Mr. WILLCOCK: No. I said that if the
Premier had mentioned his intention in his
policy speech, there wounld have been aronsed
sufficient opposition to have made it impos-
sible for him to be elected,

The Premier: What did vou do a few
vears ago!

Mr. WILLCOCK: I will discuss that in
a few minutes. 1 ask the member for Avon
{Mr. Grifliths) what bhe would have said had
some inquisitive elector asked him what
action we would take if it was proposed by
any Government to abolish district allow-
ances. I can imagine the indignant denial
he would have given to any suggestion that
he would be a party to such a move.

Mr. Griffiths: 1 have slready told them
my attitude regarding district allowances,

Mr. WILLCOCK: The hon. member will
have an excellent oppeortunity to demon-
strate by his vote in the House what his
attitude will be. He would not have been
elected had he said he favoured such a pro-
posal.

The Premier: You tried it, and you were
elected again.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 tried it?

The Premier: Yes, you did.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Premier cannot
understand plain English. The Minister for
Works repeated statements he previously
made and quoted Mr. Justice Draper’s re-
marks that already appear in “Hansard.”
He talked for a little while abeut different
matters and then said, “The Minister in his
own handwriting” and so on. 1 wondered
what [ had put in writing that was incon-
sistent with our present attitude.

The Minister for Works: You told the
deputation that waited upon you that the
matter wounld have to go to the conrt because
an alteration was suggested. You said it
was for the court to decide.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T said that the eourt
fixed the distriet allowances and if theve was
any additional allowance to be granted, the
facts in support of the application would
have to he proved.

The Minister for Works: Before that vom
told the deputation that vou agreed with
the Comnnissioner.

Mr. WILLCOCK: If the Minister will
show me the file, T ¢an see what it contains.

The Mini~ter for Works: The file is here.
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Mr. WILLCOCK,: The file is supposed tu
be here. 1f a Minister quotes from a file, he
must place it on the Table so that we van
gee it and know what was yunoted.

The Minister for Works: You can huve
the file.

Mr. WILLCOCK: What does the lile
show that is inconsistent with our attitnde
to-day?

Mr. Angelo: Why not get the file?

Mr. WILLCOCK: The hon. member can
do s0. When the Minister referred to what
I, as the then Minister for Railways had
put on the file in my own handwriting, [
thought we would get some definite infor-
mation. What did the Minister place be-
fore hon. members that indicated our in-
consistency with our present action ¢

The Minister for Works: You did not dis-
agree in the first place; vou agreed that
the Commissioner of Railways eould ask for
a variation in the distriet allowances and
told the deputation so.

Hon. P. Collier: It was not proved that
there were half-a-dozen different rates ap-
plicable; vou showed that last week.

My, WILLCOCK : T have now secured the
file, and I will see actnally what T put on
it. Here is what I said—

The policy of the Government in regard 1o
allowances is to aliow present counditions to
stund, With regard to any additiona. amend-
ment, the elaim te bhe resisted in the Arhitra-
tion Comrt. Will yom amange accordingly.

That means that whatever is done in regard

‘to additional distriet allowances, the case

on behalf of the Railway Department will
have to be put up and presented to the
court.

The Minister for Works: Read the 'nst
part.

AMr., WILLCOCK: Here is the reply to
the deputation

The Minister pointed out that when the
resolution referred to was carried in Parlia-
ment, there was no doubt the cost of living
in those distriets warranted extra pay. That
might Le so still, hut conditions might hLave
altered. He did not know, hut lie thoug:..t it
was reasonable that all the information z:ail-
able should be placed hefore the court so that
they conld determine whether there should
be anv alteration.

The Minister for Works: That iz, .2
vourt should decide.

My, WILLCOCK : Any alterstion ic & o
exicting distriet ailowances ~houhl he & o-
cided.
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The Minister tor Works: And then you
say the court is pot to wmake any alteration
in regard to existing conditions.

Mr. W1LLCOCK : We object to your at-
tempt to alter them.

The Minister for Works: But you told
ithem the court was to decide.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The hon. member reads
inty this something entively different. \What-
ever was said to the deputation was con-
sistent with the attitude we have taken up
at present. If the Minister would only
agree to the poliey set out in reply to tne
deputation

The Alinister for Works: That is what we
£re doing,

Mr. WILLCOCK. : No. 1f rhe Minister
would do that, we would be more satisfied
than we are at the present time. I do not
wunt to discmss thé merits or demeriis of
district allowances; that will be discussed in
court. There are many phases to which the
eourt cannob give svmpathetic consideration
becanse the court deals only with faects. 1t
iz ne use presenting opinions or asking for
sympathetic consideration. The court has
to arrive at determinations in aceord-
ance with the law and will give its verdiet.
in accordance with facts. For nstance, if
the court were considering the distriet
allowanees to he paid at Kulgoorlie, aud
il someone produced the State Statistician’s
fignres I order to inform the court
that the vent in Kalgoorlie for an ordinary
house was 9s. a week, and could prove it the
court would aecept that as evidence and give
#n award based on it. But the goldmining
Wddnstry is of a temporary nature, and in
copzequence people will not huild houses of
a satisfactory tvpe because the industry
may, anil sooner or later must, come down.
People do not build permanent struetures on
the goldfields, and so eomparatively miser-
wlle dwelling-houses are erected in Kalgoor-
lie. Because thev are cheaply constrmeted.
rd have not the ordinary conveniences that
are always provided in the metropolitan
aren, and becanse the people up there have
to submit to all those inconveniences, and
a man eannot get proper honsing accommno-
dation in a goldfields town such as Kalgoor-
lie, Leonora, Meekatharra or Cue, why
shenld his salary or wages or remumneration
he lowered on that aceount? T should be
a matter of Government policy to say that
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thue are disabilities inescapable vy people
living in those parts of the State, and tat
cousequently it 15 considered there should se
some allowance given to thase Goverament
anployees who have to live in those dis-
tricts,

Mr. Angelo: Do they get a district allow-
ance in Geraldton$

Mr. WILLCOCK : Yes, they get a distriet
Howance in Geraldton because Geraldton
bes prospered during the last five years, and
in consequence a lot of rapacious landlovds
have raised the rents very rapidly. T notice
in this morning’s paper that the Govern-
ment Statistician’s report shows that dur
ing the last few months reats in Geraldton
Laye risen still higher. Some members woull
say it is merely an indication of the pros-
perity of the place when landlords can got
censiderably higher vent than would he paid
in other circumstances. Whatever may be
said, high rents are charged in Geraldton,
and in econseruence the department have
granted distriet allowanees in that town.
There are many things that ought to be
taken into eonsideration in regard to dis-
triet allowances. The statistician's figures
do not prove that the climatie conditions of
ey place ave such thal 4 man or a woman
should receive extra allowance for having
fa Jive there. It used to be considered that
when a man mishehaved himself or commit-
ted some misdemeancur for which the de-
partment did not wish to punish him too
beavily, the department merely sent him
away to one of these remote places.

Ar. Angelo: And then offset his punish-
n-ont by giving him a district allowanee!

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, but it was eon-
sidered that in consequence of the disability
nf having to live in sueh a place a man
should receive n distriet allowance. I know
wi the dissatisfaction and discontent the
want of a district allowance has cansed
amongst officers, particularly railway men,
for I have worked amongst them; and I
know i was always recognised #= a punizh-
ment for a man to have to go to any of thesa
outhack distriets. and that punishment or an
punishment be took the first opportunity o
et back again.

The Minister for Works: But the climate
of Geraldton is not so very bad.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No. I have explained
that the distriet allowance given in Geraldton
is given heeause of the high rent, just as the

»
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district allowance in the metropolitan area
is given on account of high rent. Possibly
if the previous Government had had their
‘way with their policy, rents would not have
the effect they are having now. 1 notived
in the paper that the Railway Department
had to pay £40,000 last year because of that
effect. I do not think any member wouil
agree that any man would be satisfied fo e
sent from Perth or from auy other coastal
district up to Meekatharra or Leonora to
live in all the diseomforts of those pluce.:
withunt getting some monetary consideration
for going there. I was in Cne for a vun-
siderab'e fime, and I ean honestly say that
for 100 days on end the average tempera-
ture was above 100 degrees.

Alv, Angelo: Well that must have meant
a saving in firewood. )

Mr. WILTLCOCK: That is true. Bur
what a man saved in firewood proh-
ably he had to spend in heer in ovder
to Lhe able te withstand the climate.
Then, agnin, f{or hralth reasons it is
very necessary that the women and
vhildven living in such places should have an
annuoal holiday down at the coast. In many
instances distriet allowances have heen
granted as a recognition of that (xtra cost.
Only last week T had a letter from a man
in my electorate referving to the dirabilities
he bhad to suffer through living in that dis-
trict. He declared it was costing him £45
per annum for the eduecation of his child-
ren, hecause he had to send them away to
another town for that purpose. Appar-
ently if the policy of the present Govern-
ment is going to be put into operation, and
if that man eontinues in his desire to have
his ehildren decently educated, he will have
to suffer a distinet disability of about £45
prr annam as against what it wounld cost
him for his children’s education if he were
in Perth or in any other place where rea-
sonmuble facilities are provided.

The Premier: You have a High School
in Geraldton,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yes, that is so. But
it is not only in Geraldton that the disfriet
allowanee is {o be attacked; the Government
want to take away district allowances from
all districts.

The Premier: But T thought vou said that
letter was from a Geraldton man.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, it was from a
man in the Geraldton district. Tf I read
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the Press reporis correctly, during the elee-
tion eampaign several members now on the
Government side of the House definitely
edged themselves not to do anything to
take away a man’s wages.

Mr. H. W. Mann: That was in respect of
wages.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Well the distric* allow-
ance is part of a man’s wages., 1 suppose
if the Minister for Works wanled to erect
a building on his farm at Wyalkatchem he
could not get the necessary labour for the
same price as he would get it «n Vevth, but
would have to pay a distriet allowance,

The Minister for Works: No, it weuld
be constructed by a local builder.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I think even a loeal
builder would require a higher Jaiiy raie
in Wyaleatchem than he would if he were
working in the metropolitan area.

The Minister for Works: Haiowwy mnen
do not get any distriet allowance in Wyal-
catchem.

Me. WILLCOCK: That does not alter
the principle that whereves 1t is theught a
district allowance is necassavy aud just it
is paid. The question has been asked what
is the difference between Merredin and
Wyaleatehem when it comes to the payment
of a distriet allowanee. I suppose the ans-
wer is that there must be a line of demar-
cation somewhere. As I was saying, on
reading the election speeches made hy mem-
bers on the Govermment side, I found that
my friend the member for Canning (Mr.
Wells) said he did not agree with any poliey
which would have the effect of making the
conditions of the workers any worse than
they were, that be would not be u party to
any cufting down of wages or a reduction
of industrial conditions. I think, too, my
friend the member for Katanming (Mr,
Piesse) was very emphatic abont it. He
went fo a meeting of the railway empioyees
enlled to consider that very question one
Sunday. He told them he was peeling their
suffrages and he would not he agreeable to
any attack being made on the workers’ con-
ditions.

My, H. W, Mann: Is there any distriet
allowance in Katanning ?

The Minister for Works: There are neo
distriet allowances in the Soutii-West at
all.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The distrie; allowance
is one of the workers' conditions, I think
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that before the election the Iinister for
Railways was very emphatic as t¢ what he
was going to do for the workers.

The Minister for Railways: You are not
entitled to think; you are entitled to say
only what you know.

Mr, Munsie: Well T will say that you
did say so.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I was not there,
but I know what the hon, member would
say.

Ay, WILLCOCK : Y should like the hon.
member to deny it if he can. TLese senti-
ments were not confined to the one or two
members I have mentioned. Amongst mem-
bers supporting the Government there was
a general repudiation of any desire to do
anything prejudicial fo the workers, and
some said the Governmeut they were going
to suppoert would not think of attacking any
of the industrial conditions of the people.

Hon. P. Collier: Most emphatie of all was
the member for Perth.

Mr. WILLCOCK : I think every eountry
member in this Chamber must cousider that
the action taken by lhe Goverument regard-
ing industrial conditions is a distinetly
retrograde  step. Surely they must
agree that if there is any sacrifice to
be made in industrial conditions, everyhody
must share in it.

Mr. Raphael: Parliamentarians included.

My. H. W. Mann; You will have a chance
very soon. We shall see how you go then.

Hon. P. Collier: What sel{-sacrificing
heroes you are!

Mr. WILLCOCK: Regarding industrial
conditions, I say that if sacrifices have to
be made—and in the light of the extensive
propaganda going on in the newspapers
most people will come to think tha® sacri-
fices mnst be made—there is no necessity to
select for the sacrifice those men who have
had certain conditions of emplovment for
the past 35 years, while leaving out otheys
who have not had to suffer the same disabil-
ities. I strongly resent it. It is not just or war-
vanfed, and I do not think the Govern-
ment are entitled to deprive those workers
of something they have enjoyed for many
vears. The whole burden of our complaint,
particularly with regard to district allow-
ances, is that it has been the settled policy
of the country for a long time to grant them
and that the present Government select this
time to make an attack on industrial condi-
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ttons. The people of the State, I think,
generally agree that the Government shoutd
be model employers, and should give just
and generous conditions to their employees.

Mr. Angelo: Generous with other people’s
money ¥

Mr. WILLCOCK: The policy of succes-
sive Governments Las been fo make the con-
ditions of employment as high as conld he
expected, and there has been no objection
to that.

Mr. Angelo: At the cxpense of the tax-
payers?

Mr. WILLCOCK: Everything the Gov-
ernment do is supposed to be done on pro-
per, just, and generons lines, Even when
boilding a house or quarters, the Govern-
ment seek to do a satisfactory job, sonme-
thing of which we might be proud.

Mr, Angelo: The Govermment should et
its coat according to its cloth.

Mr, Munsie: If they do that, you will
have no steamers for the North-West.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Because some sections
of the community do not get what they are
justly entitled to, the Government should not
cndeavour to bring down their servants tfo
that level. Their aim should be to help
evervhody on to a reasonable plane.

The Minister for Lands: Youn can do that
only so far as industries will pernit.

My, WILLCOCK: We are not discuss-
ing that aspect. If certain sacrifices have
to be made in the eonditions of industry,
there is no reason why one section should
be singled out and made to suffer something
which no other seetion are called upon to
forego.

The Minister for Works: Which no other
section of the industrial community get.

Mr. WILLCOCK: This has been a set-
tled condition of industry for 35 years, and
because there is talk of finaneial depression,
an attack has been made on cne section of
the community. It may happen that no
other section of the community will bhe ve-
quired to make any sacrifice at all. If other
sections of the community do have to make
a sacrifice, the employees who are heing re-
prived of their distriet allowances will have
to make a double sacrifice.

Mr. Anpgelo: What about the producer?
What is the value of his produce now?

Mr. WILLCOCK: I do not think the
worker has any say in the value of the pro-
luce. When we had prosperous fimes, there
was no inclination on the part of the pro-
ducer to share his profits with the workers.
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0 Mr. Withers: He was not over-generous
len.

Mr. WILLCOCK: But when bad times
come, if only for a year or six months, the
producer wants to see the workers’ econdi-
tions lowered immediately.

Mr. Angelo: What has been the inerease
in wages paid to workers during the last
iwe decades?

Myr. Panton: Five per cent. behind the
cost of living.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The wages figures do
not make any difference. What concerns the
worker is the amount of commeodities he
can purchase with the wages he receives.
There have been cerfain slight ninprovements
in industrial conditions, but T do not think
that the worker can mnow purchase any
geater quantity of commodities than he
eould 30 years ago when the basie wage was
7s. 6d. or 8s. per day. With the higher
wages prevailing to-day, I doubt if the
worker is any better off.

Mr. Hegney: Only in respect of hours.

Mr. WILLCOCK: His conditions may
have heen improved somewhat, but the pur-
chasing power of his wages has not in-
creased, even though the wages have been
doubled.

The Minister for Works: What is the cost
of it all?

My, WILLCOCK: T cannot say ofthand

The Minister for Works: Ahout £90,000
a year,

Mr, WILLCOCK: That is spread over
the whole of the Government service. The
Minister talks about the cost. The people
of. this State undertook a heavy hurden
in approving of low freights for the car-
ringe of primary produce and fertilisers,
and there has been no squealing about it.
TWhat is the cost to the country for carvy-
ine fertiliser at the present cheap rafe as
against the average rate charged by the
railways?

My. Panton: You would require a ready
reckoner to find out.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T know it without
resorting to a ready reckoner. If fertiliser
were charged at the average rate, it would
mean that the freight rveceipts from the
quantity carried last yvear would have been
£250,000 greater. Am T to understand
from the Minister’s interjection that the
railway workers must have their condi-
tions lowered in order to counterbalance
railway losses?
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The Minister for Works: The railway
workers enjoy speeial privileges that no
other class of the community get.

Mr. WILLCOCK : The producers of this
country get special privileges which no
other section of the community get.

The Minister for Works: The member
for South Fremanile told us the other day

that 75 per cent. of them were bankrupt or
would be next vear.

Mr. Panton: They are always bank-
rupt.

Mr. WILLCOCK: 1 understand the
Premier has given instructions to the

Commissioner of Railways that he is not
to incur any expenditure that eannot be met
out of revenue. The Railways have never
been conducted as a commercial undertak-
ing or regarded as sueh. It bhas always
been recognised that they should be used
to assist the development of the country.
If they were a commereial proposition and
the Comumissioner had a free hand, he wonld
not dream of earrying fertiliser at the
present low rate.

- The Mimister for Agricalture: The rate
on other primaryv products makes up for
it.

AMr. Withers: Would you get that cheap
freight from a private company?

The Minister for Agriculture:
about the freight on wool?

Mr. WILLCOCK: The producers for
whom fertiliser is carried do not always
have wool. I suggest that the Minister
ask the opinion of the Commissioner of
Railways on those freights and ascertain
whether the low rate charged for fertiliser
is compensated by the rates charged for
other primary products, It is not.

The Minister for Railways: You are
not advocating an increase of the fertiliser
freight, arve youn?

Mr. WILLCOCK: XNo.

Mr. SPEAEER: The hon. member is
going a long way from the amendment
when he talks about fertiliser freight.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The Premier has told
us that the Commissioner of Railwavs has
a free hand rezarding indunstrial condi-
tions. It that is su, the Commissinner
should have a free hand in vegard to other
matters, whereas he has mnof.

The Minister for Lands: He does have
a free hand if he finds his own vevenue
for it.

What
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Mr. WILLCOCK: It is impossible to
find revenue when a commodity is carried
at such a low rate.

The Mipister for Lands: If not, the
Premier must have some say.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Last year I pointed
oui that if superphosphate represented
only a small proportion of the total freight
transported, it might be carried at a echeap
raie, but when the guantity is increasing
so greatly, it becones impossible to carry
it at such a low rate. The Government
expect the co-operation and help of the
workers at the present time. I think it can
be sately said that during the last four or
tive years better team work, more good
teeling, greater co-operation and  bet-
ter esprit de corps bave existed in the de-
partment than for many years previously.
Yet this one proposal regarding distriet
allowances will create greater discontent
and dissatisfaction and do more to disturh
the good feeling that has existed than any
other action the Government could have
tnken regavding  industrial  conditions.
The Premier says he wants to give the
Commissioner of Railwayvs a free hand in
many things. The Commissioner is snp-

posed to run the railways, but ap-
parently the Premier interfered with
him regarding the coal supplies dur-
ing the last four or five months. The
last I heard about the Collie coal

was that certain eoal which was under test
was entirely wnsatisfactory, and the Com-
missioner did not want to fake it.  The
Government of which T was a member did
not interfere with the Commissioner in that
matter. I think it has since been demon-
strate? hv the impartial investigation of
one of the highest officials of the Mines
Department that the contentions of the Com-
missioner were absolutely correet. Yet ae-
cording to the Commissoner’s report, a con-
siderable quantity of that coal, which iz en-
tirely uneconomie, is still being used, quite
against the wishes of the Commissioner.

AMr. Withers: To the extent of 400 tonx
a week. ’ '

My, WILLCOCK: Yes. From what I
can rememher of the commercial value of
the coal in uestion }

The Minister for Railways: Be careful!
The member tor Collie has his pencil out.

My, WILLCOCK: I am not concerned
about that. According to the Comumissioner,
we are losing £2,000 or £3,000 a year be-

Ltold

caupse the present Government bave done the
direct opposite of what was done by the
previous administration,

The Minister for Railways: No.

Hon. P. Collier: Who instructed the Com-
missioner to give an order to the Griffin
mine?

The Minister for Railways: Neither the
Commissioner nor anyone else has asserted
that the Griffin coal cannot be economically
used during the winter months.

Mr. WILLCOCK: He will assert that
the economic loss to the department amounts
to £2,000 or £3,000 annually.

The Minister for Railways: But no ons
has asserted that that coal is not economical
during the winter months.

Mr. WILLCOCK : But is it as economical
us other coals are?

The Minister for Railways: What you are
{rying to make out is not correct.

Mr., WILLCOCK: My assertion is that
this particular coal is not eeomomieal, and
that its use involves a less of £2,000 or
£3,000 a vear. The Premier represents to
the House that the Commissoner of Rail-
ways has a free band as regards, for in-
stanee, retrenchment of employees, But no
high public official decides on & drastic alter-
ation of pulicy without first obtaining the
endorsement of the P’remier or the Minister
in control. It is vidiculous for the Premier
to assert that the Commissioner of Ruail-
ways did the retrenching off his own hat,
I am sure the Commissioner had ‘the en-
dorsement of his Minister, I consider that
the Premier is not frank-—in fact, not quite
honest——when he tries to make the House
helieve that a certain set of eireumstances
operates, while an entively different sei of
cirenmstances is in faet operating. The
Government may be merely coneurring in an
alteration of policy, but they must take the
responsibility of having coneurred. The
Government are responsible for the altera-
tion in poliey.

Mr. Angelo: Probably the Government
the Commissioner to. balance his
ledger, and has left him to do it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: The longer hours and
nbolition of distriet allowaneces mean tak-
ing it out of the workers,

The Minister for Railways: You kuow
that the Commissioner has never heen told
to take away the distriet allowances.

Mr. WILLCOCK : Someone is asking the
court to take them away.
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Hon. P. Collier: The Minister for Works
says he is responsible for that.
Mr. SPEAKER Order’
for Geraldton has the floor.

Mr, WILLCOCK: The guestion has been
adequately discussed by the member for East
Perth (Mr. Kenneally) and the member for
Middle Swan (Mr. Hegney), and 1 must
congratulate the latter hon. member on his
first speech in this Chamber. The Govern-
ment would be ill-advised not to seecure a
continuanee of the eo-operation of the work-
ers. That co-operation has been extremely
apparent in the Railway Depariment, and
the Government would be acting wisely in
withdrawing the application. If it is neces-
‘sary to have sacrifices, let them he made by
“the community. We must all be sufferers.
However, deliberately to select one section
-of the community and inflict hardships upon
4hem must create ill-feeling, which we do
not want in the transport system of the
conntry. The action of the Government re-
preseats a retrograde step. They would be
well-advised to take notice of the amend-
ment and withdraw the application they
have made to the Arbitration Court.

The member

MR. SAMPSON (Swan—on amendment)
[8207: There is no use in talking about
eo-operation, team work, and esprit-de-corps.
Those features have never heen called in
aquestion. The industry of the railway men
is not disputed. No one contends that the
railway workers are not earnest and indus-
trinus.

Mr. Willeock: Do vou think they will be
as well pleased under the proposed arrange-
nient ?

Mr. SAMPSON: The fuct is that the
railwavs and other Government activities
are «howing tremendous losses. The work
the overnment have to face is hy no
means pleasant, but in order fo do their
duty by the eountry they must face that
work. The only way to face it is to refer
the question to the court and apply for new
conditions.

Hon. P. Collier: Are these two things the
.only factors in the loss on the railways?

Mr. SAMPSON: Of course they are noi
the only factors; but they are factors, and
a start must be made. Not long ago I heard
the lLeader of the Opposition speak abont
the age at which a lad might be permitted
1o drive a motor car. The hon. gentleman
said that there was no speeial virtue in the
sge of 18, but that a start had to he made
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somewhere, und so some age must he fixed.
Similarly, a start is being made by the pre-
sent Govermment with the Railway Depart-
ment. This is no reflection on the railway
men of Western Australia. There is not a
member of this Chamber but is ansicus to
give the railway men the hest conditions pos-
sible. However, conditions in the Common-
wealth generally, and also in Western Aus-
tralin, to-day are worse than has ever been
the ecase hefore. Tf the Arbitration Court
decides that an alteration is to be made in
the case of the railwaymen, that will be one
step forward. Lost vear there was a loss
of over £400,000 on the railways, and 1 yues-
tion whether any considerable percentage of
the railway men themselves would raise ob-
jeetion to n eonsideration of hours and other
conditions by the tribunal appointed to deal
with the subject.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Whai ahout the
super rates! Would vou tackle those at the
same time?

Mr. SAMPSON: As regards tackling the
super rates, if it proves possible for us to
retain our wheat growers on the farms we
shall be verv fortunate indeed. In view of
the heavy disabilities our primary producers
have to face, I am convinced that it would
be the last word in foolishness to impose any
increased charge upon them. Already they
are being clubbed to death by the taxation
of Federal Governments, present and jast.
Our first duty ix, if possible, to retain the
farmers on the land. Undoubtedly we have
great problems to face, and I am sure, know-
ing members on both sides of the House,
that every one of them would extend the
utmost eonsideration to the raiiway men, ov
indeed to any other section of Western Aus-
tralian workers, No one section is being
singled out by the Government, but a start
is being made, The Government have a
tremendous battle to fight, and no one knows
that better than the Premier and his Min-
isters. I realise that there is at least n
flavouring of party polities in the amend-
ment, and I am anxious to deal with the
question from a disinterested standpoint.

Mr. Wansbrongh: Who threw the first
hrick !

My, SAMPSON: I am npot prepared to
say that any special disability or sperial
advaniaze attaches to living in Kalgoorlie
us compared with, say, Brideetown. Many
people, in faet, would rather live in Xalgoor-
lie than in Bridgetown. If the cost of living
at each place were looked into, possibly it
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would be found that the Kalgoorlie resident
was not called upon to pay more than the
Bridgetown resident. In Kalgoorlie there
is an ample water supply.

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
dust supply.

Me, SAMPSON: There is electric cur-
rent. Apart from the absence of the sea or
of a river, Kalgoorlie has all the facilities
which town residents require. Some of the
gardens in the neighbonrhood of Kalgoorlie
have amazed me. Although the member for
South Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) may not
have seen them, the Leader of the Opposition
must often have noted the magnificent growth
in some of the vegetable gardens of Kal-
goorlie.

Mr. MeCallum: What have those gardens
cost ?

Mr. SAMPSON: The prices of fruit and
vegetables in Kalgoorlie shops are remark-
ably low. Fruit is sold in Kalgoorlie at
practically the same price as in Perth.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is nonsense.

AMr, SAMPSON: It is not nonsense,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: What i~ sold in
Kalgoorlie is inferior stuff.

Mr. SAMPSON: No. The fruit and pro-
duce sold at Kalgoorlie are of high grade.
In fact, sume vegetables, tomatoes for in-
stance, are oceasionally cheaper in Kalgoor-
lie than in Perth. Generally speaking, fruit
and vegetables are sold at remarkably low
prices in Kalgoorlie. The other day I
noticed in Hannan-streef eggs priced at
Is. 2d. per dozen. Since then there has
been a further reduction in price.
In view of the distance from Perth
it is amazing to note the many advantages
and facilities provided for the Kalgoorlie
people. However, it is not my duty to dis-
cuss the rights and wrongs of the provision
of district allowances. That is the duty of
the Arbitration Court. I have every con-
fidence that that court will give the matter
fair and full consideration. It is our duty,
I consider, to support the Government
whole-heartedly in their earnest effort to
adjust the finances, square the ledger, and
bring this country to a fairer, better and
more prosperous condition. As things are
to-day, the lot of the worker 1 indeed a
desperate one. To find work is exceedingly
difficult. The amount of work available is
more limited than I have ever before known
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it to he during the period I have lived in
Western Australia. We are facing ex-
tremely difficult times.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are attacking
the question piecemeal.

Mr, SAMPSON: The hon. member’s in-
terjection reminds me of a remark made by
a negro lady in church. The preacher was
saying, “One by one our congregation is
passing away, passing to a Better world,”
abd the negro lady got up and said, “Well,
Mr. Preacher, would you have us go by the
hundred?” The Government cannot handle
the matter in one comprehensive sweep, but
must take it little by little. 1 shall veote
aguinst the amendmment moved by the mem-
ber for East Perth, and [ venture to sug-
gest that that hon. member would be the
lust to do anything that would injure
the worker. Possibly he has brought this
amendment forward without bavirg given
the subjeet full consideration. Tt is the
duty of the CGovernment to submt these
matters to the Arbitration Court.  That
hody is established for the purpo<e of deal-
ing with these conditions, and i bave no
doubt they will be fairly dealt with. 1 ean
only hope, as a result of what bas taken
place, and the other steps that 1 assume
the Gevernment will adopt, that our present
most deplorable position will be improved,
and that instead of having an inereasingly
large number of unemployed, the number
will he reduced and that we shall be able
to pay our way and restore to mmany homes
some degree of happiness.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland—on amendment) [8.32]: I desire
to support the amendment introduced by
the member for East Perth (Mr. Kenneally).
I congratulate that member on the manner
in which he presented it to the House. He
dealt with it very broadly and has left com-
paratively little for one to add especially in
view of the fact that o reply has come
from the Government regarding matters the
hon. member dealt with. It is an extra-
ordinary position that an amendment should
bhe moved to the Address-in-reply, moved in
a definite and emphatic way, and that no
answer should be submitted by the Govern-
ment. In the whele of my experience of
Parliamaent I have never known a Govern-
ment to fail to reply as has been done In
the present instance.
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The Minister for Lands: Youn wean that
we have not satisfied you.

Hon. W, D. JOHNSOX: Therc has been
no reply at all.

The Minister for Lands: The Arbitra-
tion Court will reply.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: We say that
the Government have singled ouc from the
industrial conditions two estabil-lied stand-
ards for attack, namely, the recozunised
working week and the extra payment for
isolation disability. or in some cases the
increased cnst of living, that is zovered by
what is called distriet allowapces We con-
tend definitely that the present industrial
tinancial depression cannot be adjuvsted, or
equifably adjusted, in a piecemenl fashion.
We say it is quite wrong to single ouf piece-
meal certain industrial standards ror attack
for the purpose of effecting economies.
.We ask, why single out these iwo;
they are not unique in regard te Govern-
ment employees. The $4-hour is not limited
to Government concerns and nciiker are dis-
trict allowances limited to Goveinment ae-
tivities. So we ask the Government why
it iz that they single ouf these two items
for attack. It is no use the (lovernment
saving they are not attacking. They are
the aggressors. The matter would not be
under consideration to-day if the Govern-
ment had not taken some action, and it was
definite Government action, wilfully done,
and dietated by the Minister for Labour who
aceepts full responsibility for whet has hap-
pened.

Mr. Sampson: You do not suggest that
the (iovernment would take action in regzrd
to workers not employved by them?

Hon, W. D. JOHNSOX: The Govern-
ment’s vesponsihility to-day is to tackle the
eronomic problem in a2 comprehensive way.
1 rontend that if it is our desire to mein-
tain peace amd contentment in industry, the
(tovornment ave going the wrone way ahout
it. Hew can it he expected that the work-
ers in this country, or those specially singiel
ot tor attack, will rest content while 1w
of their stendard condition= are nssailed and
the rest of the workers are left untouched.
T¥ we ave ahle to tackle the economie sitva-
t'em in a manner to crente sahi<faction we
ernnat do it hy singling ont one section of
tre comunnnity and pitting  that =eetion
aveainst another. Neither ean it he done hy
attackine the workers and iznorine all other
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economic considerations. When the present
Lovernwent went fo the countey, ey -
clared that they were ..o 2oliy W oaeduee
the stundards of living in Western Austru-
lia. They couvered it to the people that
Lhey were going to increase work and fos-
ter industry. That was their paliey. To
day we find they are retrenching wholesule,
and attaeking the standards of living as es-
tablished by the workers and enjoyed by
them for some considerable time, I am pre-
vared to admit that the conditions to-day
ave not altogether as they were at election
time. I am prepared to adwmit that cevtain
complications have arisen. But we want
the Government to exptain to the people,
to whom they appealed only a few months
ago, and with whom they arrived at an hon-
ourable understanding by means of election
pledges, that their policy would be in a
certain divection—work for all and progress
in industry. Why do not the Government
come down and say that the conditions pvow
are such that they have to reconsider their
election pledges, and that they will adjnst
their policy then propounded in such a wav
that all the people will contribute towards
the complications that have arvisen. We can-
not expeet those peeple who arve Lkely to
be affecied to take the Government’s action
l¥ing down.

The Minister for Lands: You will ngree
to help the Government if they apply theiv
proposals generally?

Hon. W. ). JOHNSOXN: Yes, provided
the Government tackle the economie proh-
lem in a eomprehensive way. 1 am even pre-
pared to sit on a committee and assist in
that direction; 1 am prepaved to do any-
thing that will help to establish an econ-
omic readjustment, provided [ am guaran-
teed that all will subseribe in proportion teo
tleir ability to do so.

Mr. IKenneallv: Not while they
flourishing the club as they are doing,

Hon. W_ ). JOHNSON : The Government
are nof asking for co-operation and assist-
anece; they are making it bupossible for us to
assist themn, and there is no question that they
are ereating an industrial atmosphere to-day
that will he a serious menace in regard to
the readjustment that we have to face. Tt will
tuke a longer timr to do it in the Govern-
ment’s way, and we <hall =o ou in a happy-
wo-lucky style and met into a bigzer me-s
than we find ourselvex in now. The Govern-

are
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ment should admit that there are complica-
tions, and if they will agree to tackle the
postion fiom a Western Australian peint
01 view, and say “We kpow the vecuper-
oo power of the State, and provided ve-
ag ustments are made to help the State Lo
vespond to the labour conditions, and leave
th. other parts of the world out of it, we
shall get somewhere.” The Government
should not take any notice of newspaper
propaganda. That will not help us to put
Western Australia right. What we want
to-day is a Big Government, or, if vou will,
Mr. Speaker, a Big Parliament, so that we
may deal with the conditions as we find
them, and adjust them in Western Australia
tfrom a Western Australian point of view,
and not take dictation from outside organi-
sations, or pay heed to newspaper propa-
ganda which is endeavouring to influence as

from day fo day in the divection of making .

an attack upon the standard of lving ol
the workers of the ecountry and leaving
other considerations untouched. What T
want to do, and what the party with which
T am associated want to do, is to help to re-
adjust the conditions of things, but we want
to do it on a sane, fair and eomprehensive
basis. We hold that there are many ques-
tions that require to be considered side by
side. It has been said that the Government
at some other time did do something in con-
nection with district allowances, I do not
want to go into thoese details, but I submic
that those questions were raised as only part
of a comprelensive renewal of an expired
award for the purpose of continuing an-
other award for three years. Naturally,
district allowances had to be reviewed in
conjunction with all other matters. What is
the use of the Minister for Works quoting
that a2 Government did something or other
in vonnection with district allowances? Dis-
triet allowances are guite a small maiter
compared to what was taking place gener-
ally, and the need for getting another awar-l.
There is no expiration of an award now;
there is uo necessity by law to say thai
there shall be a review of the position. The
review that is being made to-day is heing
made in an ageressive spirit, by way of an
attack. The Government have singled out
a special seeiion to do a vicious thing. Tie
Government are trving to divide the work-
ers and to create dissatisfaction and discon-
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tentment, and as I bave already said, their
action will do wore harm than goad. Let
us look at some of the questions that have
been raised. There has been a lot of ridicule
by way of laughter and jeers at the sug-
gestion that has been made that the question
ol interest should be reviewed. It is gener-
ally accepted by members on the (fovern-
ment bench that interest shounld not be ques-
tioned at all. I should like to give a little
experience that T had with one who holis
a fair number of war bonds, He asked me
who it was that offered him another 1 per
eent, interest on the monev he had advanend
to  the Commonwealth by way of these
bonds, He said. “I did not ask for that
additional 1 per eent. intevest, and there hus
beey no agitation for it. I was surprised
when it was offered. What influence hns
cansed the offer to he made.”

Mr. Angelo: It is one in a thousand.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: They de not ask
for any more money. All they say is
that they will continue to use the money
they have already had and expended, and
will give another 1 per cent. in interest
for it.

The Minister for Lands: Why does he not
put it into the State Savings Bank?

Hon. W. . JOLINSON: That is ihe sort
of interjection I want. Why do not Minis-
ters get busy, and suggest to these people
who are getting inereased rates of interest
in what direction the money ¢an be used to
hetter advantage for Western Amnstralia?
Let them sugeest by their speeches and
activities exactly how interest ean be used as
a faetor in improving our economic condi-
tion. In his economic contributions to the
Press, the Premier might go into the ques-
tion of interest, and point out that there is
a way in which people may get rid of their
war bonds, and use the money within the
State at a rate of interest that would be
reasonable for them and fair in comparison
with the needs of the Staie. By snch means
they would be broughi to realise that they
hiad responsibilities towards the State as well
as towards the workers. It is wrong for
the Government to single out a section of
the workers, the Government employees, and
say to them, “You shall contribute directly
to the needs of the State hy working
longer houvrs and suffering a reduetion in
wages.” The man who holds war bonds is
not appealed to. When we suggest that he
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bas a responsibility, Ministers jeer and
laugh.

The Minister for Lands: Ministers have
done nothing of the kind, We have neither
laughed nor jeered.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSOXN: I did not hear
anything else when members were raising
their voices to the amendment. It would
be possible for the Government to get out
a kind of propaganda which would not be
an intimidation to these people but an ap-
peal to them, We want to get a better under-
standing amongst the people of the State,
ond there would be a better reconstruction
of the position, as well as a speedier im-
provement, if such an appeal were made.

Hon. P. Collier: Ask them to attain a
patriotic level and put their money into
State funds. *

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
South Fremantle, with apologies because of
the danger of misrepresentation, had to
make it clear that he had no desire to be
unpatriotie, or to ecast aspersions upon those
who had lent us money and who did certain
things during the war. He said, however,
that various matters required to be reviewed.
I hope members will be honest and ask
themselves what results have been obtained
from that speech. We find that the Aeting
Prime Minister has dealt with the pro-
blems. Newspapers have also dealt with
it, and members have congratulated the Min-
ister for doing so. The speech has ereated
public thought. ¥From the public opinion
that resnlted we find that the “Observer”
in London, one of the most reliable papers,
and one which voices a sound British
opinion, has also taken up the matter. It
has contributed to the question the state-
ment that after all there is room for doubt
as to whether Ansiralia can continue to
carry the war liahilitv. I do not say there
should be any repudiation, but I do say
the debt should be funded. Just as we got
£5,000,040 the other day at 3 per cent., so
shonld it be possible to re-arrange the war
Joan on such a basis that we pay for that
money, too, 3 per cent. If it is rizht that
we should get £5,000,000 at 3 per cent., why
should not the wer burdens, which are
crushing Australia to-day, be reviewed?
Why should not representations be made to
that end, and why should we not ask that
the same concessions that have been given
by Britain to other loans should be extended
to Australia? Why should we not get
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relief from the payment of at least 3
per cent. instead of suifering the burden of
a 6 per ceni. payment? \When Sir Otto
Niemeyer was here it would have been uite
correct to wake up public opinion, and tor
Governments to have said at the psychologi-
cal moment that the opinion of the people
of Australin was that they were prepared to
admit that they had been extravagant, that
their extravagance was not their great bur-
den, but it was the extravacanee during the
war period that constitnted the hurden. It
would have heen quite right for Australia
to create the kind of thought the membher
for South Fremantle has ereated. 1If it had
been done at the time when Sir Otto XNie-
meyver was dealing with the economie prob-
lem, he might have been prepared to
discuss that question with other matters.
Some of us must he glad that this has now
become a publie question. People are dis-
cussing it in the highways and byways. We
hear it spoken of in the trains, and in every
office the matter is being discussed. Public
opinion in Australia is interested in the
question as to whether we cannot get some
consideration on this important matter. The
discussion now poing on will make Mr.
Scullin's task the lighter. This is one of the
means by which Australia ean be put on a
possible basis instead of continuing to carry
the enormous burden she is trrving to earvy
to-day. In the course of his speech the
Leader of the Opposition dealt with the
price of flour and the price of bread as
compared with the price of wheat. Simply
because publie opinion has been directed to
this matter flour has come down in price
by £2 a ton.

Hon. P. Collier: T wish I had spoken
earlier.

The Attorney General: You do not know
what your powers are until you frv.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: This s not a
laughing matter hut a very serious one.
Had ithe Government fackled the cuestion
in a comprehensive way, it would not have
been necessary to wait for the speech of the
Leader of the Opposition.

The Minister for Lands: How much has
bread come down? Take the price of
bread!

Mr. Munsie: The less vyou have to say
about that the better.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The inister
for Labour was very active in tackling a
section of the workers in a limited way. He
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should have said he declined to tackle one
section of the commwunity when there was
this much higger question affecting the whole
community waiting for him to tackle. He
might have reviewed the question of dis-
trict allowances and of working hours, bnt
he should first have had a look at the Flour
Millers’ Association and seen what they
were doing as compared with the priece of
wheat, and the revenue the prodncers were
getting from their produets.

Mr. Angelo: How do you know he did
not do so?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: Having done
that he could have had a look at the rela-
tionship between the Flour Millers’ Associa-
tion and the Master Bakers’ Association. He
could have ascertained the difference between
the priee of flour and the priee of bread,
and seen whether it was reasonable and just.
\We know the master bakers have been mak-
ing more profit in recent times than for
many years, hecause the price of bread is
vut of all proportion to the price of flour.
The priee of flour compared with that of
wheat is also out of proportion. In both
direetions the people have bheen suffering.
I have mno need fo tell the Minister for
Labounr about that, for he knows it as well
as I do. Why does he not go into these
questions and say ihwese problems will have
to be solved? Instead of tackling one see-
tion of the community he should have re-
viewed all the faetors which make for these
conditions. If these conditions continue,
wages will have to go fo a very high level
in order that our standard of living may be
maintained. We would welcome a review
of wages if the cost of living was tackled at
the same time, but we ohject to wages com-
ing down when the cost of living is going
up. So far as the activities of the Arbitra-
tion Court are concerned, the worker always
carries the burden. We cannot expect the
court to adjust all the economic problems.
We cannot go piecemeal to that tribunal
and say, “Here is one proposition; review
it, but withont regard to the factors sur-
rvounding it.” That is what the ecourt has
leen told to do. It is all the court ean do.
1t cannot go into all the factors hecanse it
is limited by the applieation of the Govern-
ment that it should deal with the hours of
labour and distriet allowances, The Leader
of the Opposition also raised the question
-of meat prices, which have not yet been re-
Jdueed in comparison with the cost of stock.
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Stock on the hoof is at a remarkably low
level, and yet meat, particularly in the
suburbs, is not rednced accordingly to any
appreciable extent. In the big eity shops,
where the turnover is large, euts have been
made in certain classes of meat, but the or-
dinary housewife, who deals with suburban
tradespeople, and cannot go to the central
shops, finds there is no great reduction in
the charges made,

Mr. Angelo: It is all right in
suburbs.

Mr. Sleeman: But some are all wrong,

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not care if
one or fwo are wrong and the others are
right. If the Minister for Labour wants
to do a fair thing to the publie, he should
deal with this question of meat instead of
confining his attention to district allowances
and the hours of labour. Parliament would
gladly give him power to tackle it so that
the difficulty might be overcome. Another
matter has been raised during the debate.
It was referred to hy the Leader of the
Opposition when he dealt with rents. Al
ready there has been a meeting of the crn-
tral shopkeepers of the eity, and an associa-
tion has been formed for the purpose of
making representations for the lightening
of their burdens.

Mr. . W. Mann: To get the rates down;
not rents.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I do not care
what it is.  If the shopkeepers secure a
reduction in valuations, it will be a con-
tributing factor towards the other matter.
If valuations come dowm, then if is a clear
indication that properties are over-valued.
We know they are over-valned, because of
successive sales of properties in the centre
of the ciiy. That has raised values beyond
a reasonable basis, and now these people
have taken action.

Hon. P. Collier: Valuations are fixed upon
rental values.

Hon. W. I, JOBNSON: Of course they
are. Hents are too high beawnse i one
comes down, the rest must follow. What
I want to convey more particularly is the
Tact that these things have taken place since
this debate starvted. If private members
can, by their speeches, create public opin-
ion and cause public activity leading to
citizens forming an association with the ob-
ject of securing a review of a burden they
eannot carry, how much more could be doae

some
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by the Government' 1f tbe 1’immier and
Treasurer had gone into the question of
rents, investigated interest charges and dis-
cussed the cost of living in connertion with
the necessaries of life, and if he had de-
voted the same space and activity to those
problems as he did to the others that have
been referred to, he would have doue a lot
to help the country and would have done
much more than he has achieved to date.
I venture the opinion that any re-constrae-
tion worth while that has taken place, has
been carried out since the speeches were
made by members of the Opposition side
of the House during the currency of the
Address-in-treply debate. There is another
matter of importance.  The Minister for
Works and Labour laughs! I expeected him
to do so. That is all we can get from such
a member, who is active against the inter-
ests of the workers. The hon. member
prides himself on the strength of his stand
against the demands of trade unionists. That
has been his attitude for years, and I do
not expect anything else from him. In his
own way he says, “Blame me, 1 did it”
That may be yuoted as evidence that the
hon. member is not likely to take into con-
sideration various factors that .re depres-
sing the State and causing grave anxiety fo
the whole of the people. Of course, he
would say that the question of rents must
not bhe touched. No facts regarding it may
he reviewed, vet the Government could ex-
pedite =ome such veview if they were as
active in that connection as they are in at-
tacking industrial conditions.

Hon. I’. Collier: If they were to drop
some of the talk about the sins of the Com-
monwealth and diseoss some of these mat-
ters, the Government migh{ achieve hetter
results.

Hon. W. D, JOHNSOXN: That is so.
Another important matter that might
he investigated Thas referenece to the

profits made by certain people and partieu-
larly by newspapers. The State ex-
tends speeial consideration to newspaper
companies. We do certain  thines for
them under speeial rates and supply them
with assistance in various directions. Tt is
a reasonable proposition that the Govern-
ment, in view of the present situation,
should make representations with a view to
suggesting to these people that the profits
made as the vesult of charges levied for ad-
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vertisementts and for the newspapers them-
selves are out of proportion with what is
reasonable and fair.

Hon. b. Collier: By the way, that phaze
has not been mentioned in the Press yet!

Hon. W, . JOHNSON: Nov is it likely
to be.

Mr. Angelo: Ask them to commit hara-
kirt.

Hon. W. D, JOANSOX: While [ may
deal with these phases, nothing 1 say will
he reported; I know that. The only con-
sideration we get in that regard, and the
otly satisfaction we get from it, arises from
the fact that our remarks are reported in
“Hansard.” If the Government were aetive
voiced the views of the people, and consid-
ered the interests of the community, there
wonld be exceedingly speedy reform.

Mr. Withers: That would he a eut at the
“West Australian” newspaper.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is all very
well for members opposite to langh at these
matters, but I tell them that the workers of
this State are thinking. Tt is useless for
members to laugh because the workers ara
not going to stand profiteering and 15 prr
vent. dividends while their wages are being
reduced. I do not say there will be a dras-
tic vevolution or anything of that sort, but
there will be a mighty lot of hard thinking
done by the workers. There will be such
action that ultimately the Government will
have to realise that the prices of commnd-
ities, profits, rents and various other mat-
ters will have to be reviewed. Tt is not
going to be a question of pressure by
workers’ organisations, but by public opin-
ion. The Government will have to how to
publie opinion and take action. If they
do take action, newspapers will report, and
newspapers will reform. Therefore, the
question of advertising rates, profits and
dividends, charges for newspapers and sc
forth are quite legitimate phases for .aves.
tization and quite within the legitimste
functions of QGovernment.  These 1rws-
papers say that the whole economic condi-
tions of the State must be reviewed. They
want all the people to pull together and
to contribute towards securing reform.
We will not secure any speedy reform
while newspapers pay 15 per cent. divi-
dends.

My, Marshall: What about the banks!
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Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: There is an-
other important matter. I refer to the aec-
tion of the Government in making such a
sudden and aggressive attack on the eondi-
tions of a seetion of the workers. That
has caused a certain amount of stamped-
ing. There are a number of workers in
workshops who hold meetings for the pur-
pose of considering the sitwation, and there
are some who attempt to arrive at a eom-
promise in regard to the Government pro-
posals. The faet that the rank and file meet
and consider matters that should be taken
into account in veviewing the position, is
evidence that had the Government ap-
proached the Labour organisations and
workers, there would have been co-operation
between all seetions in an effort to help
the Government to do what is equitable and
just. To-day the worhers are not invited
by the Government to diseuss the prob-
lem. They are allowed to diseuss
it in the faectories and the workshops in an
irresponsible way, to some extent, but 1
venture to make this assertion: If the
(Government wish to get a permanent basis
of reform, then negotiations should take
place, not with the rank and file in the
workshops and the factories, but with the
registered bodies—the trade nniops ap-
pointed for the purpose of considering
working conditions in a proper way. They
represent the only bodies competent by law
to go into questions affecting any perman-
enf reform or alteration of existing condi-
tions. The Government cannot go to in-
dividual workers and suggest to them what
reform should take place and what condi-
tions should be reviewed. The Govern-
ment can go only to the recognised trade
unions, and the legislation passed by this
House limits the Government to that ex-
tent. Yet to-day, by their aggressive at-
titude and refusal to meet the unions, the
CGovernment have disregarded the advan-
tages of round-table conferences and con-
ciliation. When they were in Opposition,
there was talk on their part against arbi-
tration and in favour of conciliation and
round-table conferences. Why do not those
members, now that they are in office, prac-
tise what they preached in the last Par-
linmeni? Just at a time when it is least
warranted, we find the Government, new
from the peoeple, having negleeted to make
it an issue at the election, now embarked
upon an attack against industrial eondi-
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tions. They did not tell the people that
if elected they would use their power in
sach a direction, but by misrepresentation
they have achieved power end pow use
that power in an aggressive attitude, with-
out consnlting the unions at all. [n my
opinion, the Premier failed in his duty in
not submitting to the workers his sugges-
tion that some measure of sacrifice was re-
fuired from them and disenssing the posi-
tion with them in order to ascertain how
best it could he dealt with and how they
could get other people to help in the same

direction. No doubt the Premier knew,
and other members of the Government

knew, that they could not make out a case.
I believe they were afraid to meet the
workers to discuss it, because they knew
the workers would 'he justified, through
their representative trade umion leadexs,
in urging that if they were to be called
npon te make sacrifices, there were others
and other means to be exploited as well.
Had there been a round-table conference
and these other factors taken into con-
sideration, there would not be the present
division in the House. Both sides wonld
have co-operated to arrive at a seolution,
and we would have seen the workers in
agreement to bring about equal sacritices
on tha part of all interests that go to make
up our economie life. This is no time in
Australia for any disruptive move. The
Attorney General repeatedly asked the
question the other night as to whether we
did not think the Arbitration Court would
do justice. Of comrse the court will do
justice, but what we submit iy that the
court cannot make an adeguate review of
the situation. They will be cireumscribed
by the himitations placed wpon their ac-
tivities. They cannot take the full view mn
considering economic reconstruction or re-
adjustment. The couri have been told by
the Government that the work mmst be
done piecemeal. Rents may be most un-
fair and the members of the Arbitration
Court are authorities on the rental yues-
tion. Upon that phase they were com-
pelled to inerease the basic wage in West-
ern Australia. The court may consider
that renf collectors should contribute to-
wards the economic readjustment, but the
court cannot take that into consideration.
All the court ean do is to consider the
limited questions sabmitted to them on the
evidence that will he limited accordingly.
What we say is that we do not suggest the
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Arbitration Court will not do justice, but
that this is not a question that the Arbi-
tration Court should deal with,

My, H. W, Mann: In faet you say the
court is not eapable of dealing with it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNBOXN: 1 eclaim we
cannot secure an economic readjustment
by means suggested at present. 1f the
Government persist in attempting to do it
in the present way, they will not live long.
The member for Swan (Mr. Sampson) en-
dorses the suggestion that it is right for
the Government fo proceed along these
lines and to question the 48 hour week,
and he also agrees it is right for them to

attack the distriet allowances to-day. By
these means the Government will get
the workers on the run. And "having

got that through, they are going to tackle
something else and go on piecemeal until
the State will get into a deplorvable condi-
tion. Not only are we wrong in going as
far as we have, but it will be disastrous to
go any further. I want to make it elear 1o
members that they are ecreating public
discontent by the fact that they are tack-
ling a section of the workers, and are also
creating a very great deal of disecontent in
the union ranks. The unions are made up
of Government emplovees and workers out-
side the Goverminent service, and instead of
the unions having an opportunity to con-
sider il from a trades union peint of view,
they are limited, because the questions sub-
nitted are purely for those workers em-
ployed in the Government service. The
unions are not able to review it in a com-
prehensive way, as would have been done
if the Government had consulted the unions
—as they would do if they wanted to bring
about peaee and good understanding. I do
not know that I can say any more on this
question, but I want the Government to
appreciate that they are going about this
ju the wrong way. It must be borne in
mind that the unions did approaeh the Gov-
ernment. The unions almost unanimously
requisitioned that the Goverpment should
meet them for the purpose of considering
this factor before it was submitted to the
Arhitration Court. 1 venture the opinion
that if memhbers were asked whether they
would join a depufation so that we micht
get the industrial workers and members of
Parliament and the Ministry together round
a table and have a talk over the whole econ-
omic sitmation, they would agree. But of
conrse the Government refused to meei the
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workers, and they are now forcing them into
the Arbitration Court in a manner which
will prevent the workers from doing justice
to their case. It is impossible for the
workers to come out of this ordeal victoripus,
bevause of the limitation placed upon them,
They cannot deal with the whole situation,
but only with the matters submitted by the
Government. The Government should sub-
mit the ease in a more deceut way and give
the workers an opportunity to meet them
and diseuss the situation so as to arrive at
a complete and satisfactory understanding.
Again, in regard to this House, how can the
Government expeet representatives of the
workers, elected by the workers, to sit idly
by and allow this kind of thing to go on?
This motion to-night is only the forerunner
of many others that we shall be compelled
to move. We shall have to hold up the
House over and over again for the purpose
of having the question reviewed in a com-
prehensive way. We do not want to do
that, for we know what it means to the State.
But the fact remains that yon are prevent-
ing us from contributing towards a com-
plete understanding. The Government say
in effect, “We are going to do it in our own
way, and in spite of the fact that there is
His Majesty’s Opposition we are going to
ignore their presence and go straight ahead
in doing this thing in a manner that is going
to eaumse irritation and dissatisfaction.” I
would not mind so much if the Government
had gone to the country a month or twe
ago and told the people they were going to
do it. Then if they were elected I should
have said they were elceted on that issne
and had a mandate behind them. Buf they
did not do that. They did not consult the
people, they did not indicate to the people
that they were going to do this thing, and
so surely it is reasonable that we should
ask them to approach it in a different way.
Parliament shiould have heen consulted on
the whole policy. A discussion of the econ-
omic¢ reform of Western Australia from a
comprehensive viewpoint should have taken
place in this House before any section of
the workers were called upon to contribute
more than 2 reasonable amount to tle
cconomic needs of the eountry, Tf the Gov-
ernment want to get the co-operation of this
party, it is available to them. We want to
help them and to help Western Australia.
But I agree with the member for South
Fremantle (Mr. MeCallum) that we will
not consent to the Government attacking the
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workers of this country while leaving other
matters alone. If they will not tackle other
questions, we will tackle them. There is no
limitation as to what we can do, and
we will constantly and continually do
it. But this State is going to suffer in eon-
sequence, Of course, we know the Press will
appeal to us. ILeading articles will be writ-
ten to intimidate us. We shall be told that
it must not be done this way or that way,
and that if we hold contrary opinions we are
not worthy of representing the people of the
State. But I know my responsibilities to the
people that have elected me, and I would not
he worthy of my position if I allowed the
newspapers to intimidate me or direct me
as to what course I should follow. T know
what the people at Midland Junetion and
Guildford want; I know their viewpoint
and I will faithfully represent that view-
point, regardless of what may follow. The
people of Guildford are prepared to endorse
uction that will co-operate with the Govern-
ment, that will realise the present situation
and try by the co-operation of all parties to
hring about economic reform. 1f the Gov-
ernment want to get that, I ask them to re-
consider this matter and even at this late
liour meet the unions, get around a table
and see if something eannot he done to ar-
rive at an understanding. The men at the
Government warkshops have msat in an en-
deavour to find sume way ont. Surely it is
an indieation that they have the spirit of
sacrifice and desive to do their quota. But
if you use that spirit, it is purely of a tem-
porary chavacter. If the Government want
it in n permanent way, they will have to get
the leaders of the trades union movement,
and have the trades union voice made known
in a constitutional way recognised by its
rules and by the law, But the Government
are doing it in the wrong way. There is a
certain amount of responsibility manifest,
and it is eansing me grave concern. 1 have
heen proud of the trades union.movement
in this country for the way it has dealt with
matters of public concern. Tt has never
shown any verv drastically hostile attitude
towards appeals for reform.

My, Kenneally: In that respect its record
stands alone.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It does. But
are the Government fostering and encourag-
ing that? Why do not they go again to
the unions and have a eonference and ask
them to realise the sitnation and then see
whether retrenchment cannot be avoided.
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Imagine what the Government are doing to
numbers of young men. 1 appeal to the
Minister for Railways, who has made con-
traets with young men, undertaking that if
they devoted their lives to the railway ser-
vice there was promotion ahead of them, that
they had permanent positions assured if
they behaved themselves. They have behaved
themselves. There are good lads in the ser-
viee who have devoted to it many years of
their lives and are now too old to go into any
other calling. Yet they are being put out of
work, It is wrong fo break a contract, a
hond of that deseription. It is right that we
should negotiate on a contract of that kind,
Just as it is right that we should negotiate a
contract about rent. All these things should
be subject to negotiation. The Government
are putting young men out of work and
generally creating discontent and dissatis-
faction throngh wholesale retrenchment. If
they would but meet the uwnions and attempt
to arrive at an understanding, if they would
withdraw their conditions of limited econ-
sideration that might be obtained in the Ar-
bitration Court and doe it in a proper way
around a table, they would arrive at such an
understanding that we should bhave per-
manent industrial peace during the econ-
omic erisis. Given that, and given under-
standings hetween the Governmeul and the
Opposition in this House and the trades
unions and other intevests outside the House,
Western Australia will be the first to re-
cover. But our advantages are slipping
from us because the Government are atfack-
ing this question in a way that is going to
divide the House, divide the country, divide
the work and divide the people, whereas
what is wanted is unaimity if the Govern-
ment desive to get permaneut results.

MR. H. W. MANN (Perth—on amend-
ment) [9.26]: 1 shall not take half the time
the member for Guildford has taken. In his
long speech he has put up no facts at all
to show that the position of the district
allowances should not he teviewed, The
other night when the Minister tor Works.
was  speaking, the Premier interjeciul,
“Well, this matter might he dealt with by
way of review, and if it is not necessary to
deal with it by way of the court, as the
fizures will show, there should certainlv be
some review of the position.” The position
as it exists at present is that allowances arc
drawn in districts where the cost of living
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is considerably less than in other distrtecs
where no allewances are wmade, That shows
‘hat these allowanees were brought mito Hp-
crution when the eonditions were altogether
wimerent from what they are to-day. FLhese
. striet allowances came into gperation when
Ty were vecessary, when the cost of living
was bigh in those distriets, when the loeal
dirubilities were great and when, in some iu-
Cwwiees, there was no railway commanica-
- mu But to-day there is railway vommuoni-
calon, the cost of living is down, and the
wdsubilities that existed when those allow-
wnies were first brought into operation are
<o longer there. Let me give the House
souie of the conditions. Taking the in-
dex number at LUW—1 am gnoting this
Oupm the * Statistical Return”—the position
i~ that the cost in the metropolitan area iz
1,803. The highest cost of all is at Youammi.
There are no railways there, and no Govern
ment employees,

Mr. Munsie: Is there no school there?

Mre, H. W, MANN: I cannot say.

AMr. Munsie: If there be a teacher there,
he will come into it.

Mr. H. W. MANN: That makes the case
#lill stronger, The figures given here show
that Younami is the most expensive place
in Western Australia at the present time.
The fgure for Youanmi is 2,719, and the
next highest is Wiluna, 2,332, At Cue, where
there is an allowance, the figure iz 2,229;
at Pemberton, where there is no allowance,
331: at Bridgetown, 2,125; and at Kal-
wrorlie. 2,126, .

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You do not wunt
11y abolish allowanees heeause there are some
aromalies,

Mr. Withers: You cannot compare the
eyaditions at Bridgetown with those at Kal-
runrlie.

My, H, W, MANN: T am giving the cost
M living ficures, and it is on the ecost of
iving that the allowanees are based,

Mr. Munsie: No.

AMr. H. W, MANN: OF course, it is.

Alr. MeCallum: No one has mentioned
the cost of living.

Mr. H. W. MANN: Members have zaid
that the Government arve attacking the stan-
Aard of living.

Ar. MeCallum: The enst of living and
the standard are different things.

Vr. H. W. MAXNN: Tke one is wrappel
op in the ofher. At Southern Cross, where

[ASSEMBLY.]

theie is an allowanve, the ligure is 2,155,
Lue wember Tor Bunbury did not mention
these points, but the Heure for his town is
2,019, and there is ne allowance for Buw-
bury.

dtom. P. Collier: The sea breeze is ther..

Mr. Withers: 1 have lived in both places,
amd £ wouud sooner live in Bunbhury withou
analiowanee than n Kalgoorlic with vne.

Mr. H. W. MANN: Othere figures ave
Jarnadup, 2,078, and Manjimup, 2,089, The
statistieian’s figures go to show that therse
are many places where the cost of living is
tiuch greater than in places where a dlia-
trict allowanece is being paid. [ submit that
district aliowances weve paid because of the
vost of living und disabilitics, and for no
other reason.

Mr, Willeock: Give us the figures for the
disabilities.

Mr, H. W. MANXYN: Oue disobility would
be the laek of railway communication, but
there is rallway ecowmmwunication with the
places I have mentioned.

The JMinister for Railways: Those disabil-
ities apply to employees in and out of the
sorvice.  One gets an allowance and the
other does not.

Mr. MeCallum: Are you going to abolizl
it beeause someone gets it and someone else
dnes not?

Mr. H. W. MAXN: Surely the position
should be reviewed.

Hon. P. Collia: What is your interpra-
tation of the word “rveviewed”?

The Minister for Railways: Give notie
of the question.

Mr. H W, MAXNN: Surely the court
should be asked*to veview the matter.

Hon. P. Collier: Let us agree upon terms,
What is vour interpretation of “reviewed’?

Mp. ML W. MAXNN: The poxition to-dav is
that district allowances ave beinz paid in
places where the cost of living is less than
in places where no allowances are paid,

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, but what is vour
interpretation of “reviewed”’? Answer the
question !

Mr, H. W, MANY: All the speakers wlo
have supported the amendment have re-
frained from giving fizures to show why
the allowaneces should he retained as at pre-
sent. If there ave to be district allowanees,
let them he paid where the cost of livinr
is highest.
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Hon. W. D. Johnsoun: That is not a job
tor this House.

Mr. H. W. MANN: But it is a job for
the Arbitration Court.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: No, it is not.

Mr. Munsie: You are not appealing to
the Arvbitration Court for that.

Mr. H. W. MANN: Why do we go to the
court, except to ask it to adjust anomalies?

Houn. . Collier: Not at all. You are ask-
ing for albwolition of allowances, not for an
adjustment of anomalies.

Mr. H. W, MANN: Notwithstanding ibe
interjection of the Leader of the Oppo-
sition, it is open to the Arbitration Court
to say whether district allowances should he
abolished or adjusted.

Hon. P, Collier: You are not asking for
adjustments.

Mr. H. W. MANN: I am speaking of the
functions of the court.

Mr. MeCallum: What did you say on the
hustings?

Hon. P. Collier: What does
what be said on the hustings?

Mr., H. W. MANN: What I said, I shall
stand to.

Mr. McCallum:
down to it now.

Mr. H W, MANN: I am doing nothing
of the kind.

it matter

Well, you are sitting

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member will
disregard interjections and address the
Chair.

Mr. H. W, MANN: The member for

Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. 1. Johnson)
put up a very good case in some respeets,
but he passed over points that did not suit
his case. The hon member might have stood
up to his repuotation for heing fair and
honest by stating that the Government Stat-
istician reported that the cost of living in
this State had been reduced by 9 per cent.
in July. He did not say it hecause it would
not have supported his case. The member
for Guildford-Aidland can see no virtue in
the adminisiration since the present Gov-
ernment took office.

Hon. W. D. Johnsou: How can 1?

Mr. H W. MANXN: T am nol suggesting
thet the eost of living has come down as a
result of the Government's administration,
hut on the other hand it is not fair for the
hon. member to suggest that the Government
should be blumed because other thines have
gone up.

Mr. Lamond: Tell us some good the pre-
ent Government have done.

Mr. H W. MAXNN: The member for
Guildford-Midiand sees no good in the
present Government. :

Hoen. W. D. Johngon: How can I7

Mr, MeCallum: We cannot see ihe in-
visible,

Hon. . Collier: Yo' have an adverse
balance of trade against you.

Mr. H. W, MANN: The member for Ger-
aldton  (Mr, Willeock} sought to justify
the allowance at Geraldton because of the
rents charge there. Rents at Geraldton are
very little higher than in the metropolitan
arei.

Mr. Willcoek: And the amount is very
little higher.

My, H. W. MANN: There is no allowance
m the metropolitan aren.

Hon. P, Collier: And a very small allow-
ance at Geraldton.

Mr. Willeoek: There is a shilling in the
metropolitan avea.

Mr, H. W. MANN: The difference in rent
is 2s. a week,

My, Willeock: The allowanee in Geraldton
is only ls. 6d.

Mr., H. W. MAXX: The hon.  member did
not guote those figures,

Mr. Willeock: I was not asked to de so.

Hon. P. Collier: Did you want him to
supply the information for you?

Mr. H. W, MANN: The rent at Merredin
is 5s. a week less than in the metropolitan
avea. Apart from that, the railway men
at Merredin have comfortable homes to live
in. I take no exeeption to that.

Mr. MeCallum: But the private rents in
Merredin are very high, according to a meet-
ing of business people the other day.

The Minister for Railways: They do not
get u districk allowance,

Mr. MeCallam: All the railway men have
cottages,

The Minister for Railways: Private em-
plovees do not get a district allowance.

Mr, H. W. MANN: On the figures of the
Government Statistician, there is no Justifi-
cation for the retention of the allowances.
If wages were being attacked, it would be
quite another thing.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: It is an attack on
wages.

Mr. H. W, MANN: If an attack were
being made on wages, fizures could be sub-
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mitted to show that wages were not toa
high in comparison with the cost of com-
modities. These allowances have nothing at
all to do with wages.

Hon. W. D). Johnzon:
means reduced mcome.

Mr. H. W. MANN: Not at ail. The hon.
member is attempting to draw a red herring
across the track.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: You want to get
busy and do something for the State.

Mr. SPEAKER: T must ask hon. mem-
bers to obscrve the rules of the House. The
member for P’erth has the floor. I cannot
listen to more than one member at a time.

Mr. H. W, MANN: The member for
South Fremantle asked what [ said on the
hustings. The question of Government al-

Their abglition

lowances was not then considered. [ was
asked a question about wages, to
which I gave a certain answer. When we

deal with wages 1 shall justify the answer
I gave. This gquestion has nothing to de
with wages. It is a question of an allowance
to certain Government employees under cer-
tain conditions. The allowance was granted
to recompense certain people for the higher
cost of living and for disabilities. The
fizures I have quoted show that in places
where the allowance is being paid, the cost
of living is less than in many places where
there is no allowance. For that reason if
for no other the Government are justifled in
asking the Arbitration Court to review the
matter. If the district allowances are to
he retained, there should he a reconsideration
of the distriets to whieh they shounld apply.
The gquestion is whether they are longer
justified, seeing that the cost of living aver-
ages out fairly well throughoui the State.
The highest place is Youanmi with an index
fizure of 2,700 and the lowest is Katanning
with 1,.911. With such a small margin of
difference, it is questionable whether the al-
Jlowances should he retained. Feor this rea-
son I shall eppose the amendment.

MBR. MUNSIE (Hannans—on amend-
ment) [9.42}: T congratulate youn, Mr.
Speaker, on the high and honourable posi-
tion to which this Honse has appointed you,
but I eannot join with some other members
in congratulating the Government. I be-
lieve members opposite are sitting on that
side of the House as a vesult of false pre-
tences. They ought to be sitling on this
gide of the House.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The Minister tor Railways: Well, give us
fl reason.

Mr. MUXSIE: One reason is that mem-
hers would not have been sitting on {hat side
of the House if they had not promised work
for all, & promise which they are not at-
tempting to carry ont. That is the prineipal
reason,

Mr, Sampson: But you were there on
a minority vote.

Mr. MUNSIE: I say we were not.

The Minister for Railways: Are not you
comfortable over there? You look all right,

Mr. MUNSIE: The member for Perth
has advanced an extraordinary argument.
He says in effect that if we take from indi-
viduals 1s. 6d. to 18s. per week, we shall not
be interfering with their wages. It is the
first time I have heard any argument of
ibat kind, and I fail to see how the hon.
member can justify it. During the election
campaign, he distinetly stated that if the
Nationalist Party were returned to power,
he wonld not agree to any interference with
wages or conditions as they existed in this
State. 1f to take 18s. a week away from an
individual does not interfere with his wages,
does it interfere with his conditions? If
not, 1 ask whether it interferes with the con-
ditions or wages of a man to canse him to
work 48 hours a week on the basic wage
which he received for a 4i-hour week.

The Minister for Lands: Are you nof
antieipating the deeision of the Arbitration
Court?

Mr. MUNSIE: I am not concerned about
what the comrt does. Members opposite are
endeavonring to take away 18s. from some
of these employees, as well as the 41-hour
week, If the member for Perth ean induce
the Government to support his suggestion
with regard to district allowances, we will
withdraw the motion. Tf the Government
will make an applieation to the court for
an adjustment of the conditions there will
be no objection from this side of the House.
[n many eases where distriet allowances are
paid, the reeipients have ne right to them,
but in other places where they are nol paid
they shou!d eertainly be given. If an appeal
were made to the court on that basis, ne pro-
test would be fortheoming from this side
of the House. We would continue, however,
to object to the endeavour to interfere with
the hours of work.

The Minister for Railways: You suggested
that vourself. You sugzest we should take
the allowance awav from some of them.
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Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister is trying to
mislead the House.

The Minister for Railways: You said it,

Mr. MUNSIE: I said that allowances were
paid in some districts where they were not
Jjustified.

The Minister for Lands: That is why we
are applving to the court.

Mr. MUNSIE: 1 do not want to be mis-
represented. That is not what the Govern-
ment are doing. They are trying to abolish
district allowances whether they are justi-
fied or not. If there is a school at Youanmi,
the teacher would ordinarily get a district
allowance. The member for Perth says that
in this spot the wcost of living is
higher than in any other part of the
State, and yvet the Government want to take
"away the distriet allowance.

Mr. Withers: And there is no railway
communication.

Mr. MUNSIE: No.

Hon. P, Collier: But there is a railway
at Wiluna.

Mr. MUNSIE: Where the cost of living
is the second highest in the State. The
present position has to a large extent been
brought about by Press propaganda. Since
I have been in public life, a matter of 19
years, 1 never remembrer Press propaganda
as consistent or on the same lines as we
have had during the last three or four weeks.
One cannot take up the “West Australian”

the “Daily News” or “The Sunday
Times” without seeing figures that are
detrimenfal to the men working in
the Government servicee Day by day

we see articles showing the railway losses
or some other harmful aspect of railway
working. The Press do not care what they
say. The statements published ean, if com-
pared with other figures, be proved in nine
cases out of ten to be wrong. I was very
pleased to see what appeared in this morn-
ing’s paper. I know the Governmeni are
bitterly opposed to State trading concerns.
The morning Press came out yesterday with
big headiines dealing with the State Ship-
ping Service, and declaring that they showed
a loss of £1,480,333. This was a visible loss,
and the inference was that the losses were
aciually much greater than was stated.

Hon. P. Collier: The paper was only a
million and a quarter wrong.

The Minister for Railways: I never worry
abont my invisible losses.
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Mr. MUNSIE: In this morning’s paper
appeared a statement from the Chief Sec-
retary. These misrepresentations were too
mueh for him. He could not stand them.
He proved in this morning’s paper that the
statement was £1,248,264 on the wrong side.

Mr. Wilson: It was only a flea bite.

Mr. MUNSIE: He showed that the ac-
tual visible loss was £232,069 instead of
£1,480,333.

Hon. P. Collier: I want the Minister in
charge of State Sawmills to do the same
thing, and show how wrong they were with
regard to those figures.

Mr. MUNSIE: They were by comparison
very wmuch further out in that ecase, al-
though the amount in question was not so
big. There is a Press eampaign going on
now chiefly with the objeet of reducing
wages. Above all, they say, there must be
& reduction in the salaries of members of
Parliament, to give a lead to the counfry
in the direction of reducing wages generally.

Hon. P. Collier: It is only 8 gesture.

Mr. MUNSIE: When the fime comes I
shall have something to say about that

The Minister for Lands: Do not talk of
it now.

Hon. P. Collier: You will not make it
retrospective, witl yon? ’

The Minister for Lands: That would be
hopeless.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the Government want
to relieve distress and help those who are
hard hit, there are many other ways of do-
ing so than by attacking wages. Alongside
the statement made by the Chief Secretary
in this morning’s paper there is an article
emanating from the Country Women's Asso-
ciation regarding the greater use of wool.

Hon. P. Collier: To pull over their eyes.

Mr. MUNSIE: A little digest is given fo
show how that could be done. In this direc-
tion the Government could do a great deal
of good. Not much advantage can ba
gained by exhibits at the Royal Show. T
defy anyone to wvisit the largest shop in
Perth or the smallest retail establishment,
and buy one pennyworth of ordinary wool-
len goods at less than 40 per cent. above
mill price. In some cases, there is a differ-
ence of 8% per cent. Where does all this
differenee go? Those who are producing the
wool do not get out of it anything like
what they showld. The Albany mills are
one of the few in Amstralia that make up
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their own raw inaterial, and carry out the
whole business of manufacturing into the
completed article.

Hon. P. Collier: It is the only one here,

My, MUNSIE: And one of the very few
in Australia. Most of the mills in the
Eastern States buy the wool tops and manu-
factme their products from them. Others,
however, make their own tops. In Albany
the mills buy the raw material, manufac-
ture it into tops, and produce the finished
goods. The man who rears the sheep from
which the wool is taken is paid, poorly
enough it ix true, and the man who shears
the sheep is also paid for the work he does.
Thoge who cart the wool to the railways,
the men who handle it on the rajlways, and
the railways themselves are paid before the
wool reaches the mill. When the wool has
been manufactured into cloth, the employees
who produce the article ave paid for their
work, No effective work is done after the
zoods leave the mills,

Hon. . Colhier: There is only the hand-
ling left.

Mr. MUNSIE: Some of those people who
wet profits on the products of the mill never
see the moods. 1In Albany itself, one can-
not lmy the produets at less than 40 per
rent. above mill cost.

The Minister for Agriculture: How long
has that appertained’

My, MUNSIE: For the last eight months,
and 1 helieve for the last three or four
years. The Government would be doing
<omething in the interests of the wool grower
a< well as the people of the State if they
found out why these goods are being sold
at sach a high priee compared with the
cost af 1the raw material, and the mill costs.

Mr, Aneelo: The same thing applies to
the Wyndham Meat Works. You cannot
wet their tinned meat here.

Mr. MUNSIE: That statement is not cor-
rect. There are three shops in Perth at
which it is possible to buy Wyndham tin-
ned meat at only 10 per cent. more than
the cost at the works, plus freight.

Mr. Angelo: They do not advertise the
faer.

Mr. MUNSIE: T have houzht it my-elf
rt a shop in Murray-street on that basis.

Mr. Sampson: People cannot know it
can be hought, if the faet is kept seeret.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 1. Collier: It is all very weil for
a newspaper proprietor to talk about adver-
tising in that way,

Mr. MUNSIE: If the Government want
to do something to elfect econemy and help
the Statc to regain its prosperity, they
should have an investigation into thi» mat-
ter of the Albany woollen goods.

The Minister for Railways: Can we look
al the result of your investigations?

Mr. MUNSIE: It the Country Women's
Association induced 1,000 people to buy
these goods, each snd all of them would be
bled by someone or robbed by them. Some-
one is gefling more than a fair percentage
out of these products. I am told that the
mills ecould produce st an even cheaper rate
if it were possible for themm to work
full time. If they are to work full
time, the public generally must hny
the articles the mills manofacture.
So that the people may be induced to use
those artieles, it is necessary that the articles
should he obtainable at a reasonable price.
And the Alhany Woollen Mills are in faet
supplying them at a reasonable price.

The Minister for Railways: Yes, find the
artivles are as good as any produced in Aus-
tralia.

Mr. MUXNSIE: Some of thetn ave even
better. 1 protest against the Government's
attitude, and particularly against their en-
deavour to induece the publie to believe that
the Government are merely asking the Arhi-
tration Court te veview district allowanees.
The fact is quite ofherwise. TRepresenting
a woldfields distriet in which allowances are
paid, I would he lacking in my duty it I did
not make it quite clear that the (fovernment
are askine, not for a review of the disiriet
allowances, but for their abolition, In wmy
opinion the (lovernment are doing a foolish
thine, 1f their application waz grauted, the
result would be to hring about the ears of
Mintsters sueh a hornets’ nest as wonld make
them regret their action for the vemainder
of their occupaney of the Treasury lienches.
From my district T receive numerous ap-
plications from public servants, teachers in
particular, for transfers. T have written,
to the Chief Secretary on the subjeet this
very week. e teacher writes to me =ayvine,
*I have been fonr years in the country dis-
triets 1s it not possible for me to zet a posi-
tion in the town!” How murh stronger will
that feeling beeome if distriet allowances are
#holished altogether! T know of teachers
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who have been stationed in the metropolitan
arven cver since I have been in Perth, a
period of 19 vears; and there are on the
goldfields teachers who have remained there,
to my kpowledge, for 11 years. That condi-
tion of things will not continue if the dis-
trict allowances ave abolished, The teachers
will not stand it. Those of them who are
stationed in the country have as mueh right
to the pleasures of the city as other teachers
have. Should the allowances be abolished,
country teachers will make trouble if they
do not get their share of city ‘pleasures.
Indeed, the Government are simply courting
trouble by their endeavour to abolish dis-
friet allowances. It is not too late yet. I
hope and trust that the Government will
even at this eleventh hour, for their own
sakes as well as for the sake of the public
servanuts affected, veconsider their decision.
Let them adopt the word of their own sup-
poiter, the member for Perth (Mr. H, W.
Blann), and ask for revision instead of abo-
lition of the district allowances. During the
general eleetion I remained in the mefro-
politan area except for one wvisit te Pin-
Jarra, and 1 heard the election speeches of
most of the metropolitan mewbers on both
side~.  Only one candidate, not one elected
mewmber, said that if returned he wonld sup-
port a reversion from the 44-hour to the 48-
houwr week, All ithe other candidates said
they wounld not stand for any such inter-
ference. Now I want to know from the
member for Canning (Mr. Wells) where he
stands in this division, if there should be a
division.
Mr. Wells: T will tell you later.

Mr. MUNSIE: I heard that hon. member
say distinetly that not only would he oppose
an alteration of working conditions, but
that he would favour a continuance of the
41-hour week. The motion does both.

Mr. Wells: The member for Canning said
something tn addition to that.

My, MUNSIE: The hon. member was
asked a definite qguestion, “If a Nationalist
Government is returned to power, von being
elected as a Nationalist, and if the Nation-
alist Government attempt to alter wages and
conditious, what will be wour attitude?”
The hon. member's reply was, “T will not
agree to an attack on either wages or hours.
As a mafter of faet, I agree with the 44
hours.”  Those are the hon. member’s own
words.

Mr. Wells: Tell ns all he aid.
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Mr. MUNSIE: I have not a sufficiently
good memory to repeat all the hon. member
said that night. However, that was a most
striking answer to a definite question. I am
anxious to see how the hon. member votes
on this motion. If he votes for the Govern-
ment, I shall certainly take the opportunity
to go to Como for the purpose of justifying
a statement I made there two nights before
the hon. member addressed the Como elee-
tors. There were only two candidates, and
T told the Como people that if they returned
a Nationnlist their eonditions would be al-
tered. Two nights later the hon. member
came along and he was asked that guestion.
He replied point blank that he would not
support any alteration. Therefore I claim
the hon. member’s vote, If I do not get it,
I shall let his electors know how he voted.

MR. MILLINGTON (Mt. Hawthorn—on
amendment) [10.6]: First may I be per-
mitted to congratulate you, Sir, on being
elevated to the position of Speaker. I have
had previous experience of only one
Speaker. Sitting under him so long, I
eame to view him as a model Speaker,
Certainly he had the capacity, knowledge,
and temperament that are so essential. T
believe that vou, Sir, possess those quali-
fications also. Although, of course, you
ean never be like your predecessor, I hope
you will be as like him as you are able fo
be. With vegard to the amendment, I do
not require the assistanee of the Arbitra-
tion Court in making up my mind as to
how I shall vote. [t is a question of
poliey, particularly as regards the distriet
allowanees., | do not regard those allow-
ances us in the nature of a concession.
They have been decmed by  sueccessive
Governments to constitute an equalisation
stheme.  The present Government are de-
portine From a poliey which has operated
ever since Western Australia had respon-
sible wovernment. All Governments have
vied with each other in deploring the drift
to the city and in devising ways and means
of encouraging people to go info the coun-
try districts.  For that reason these egualisa-
tion allowances were given, If I had any
doubt as to that circumstance, my exper-
ience in administering a department has
shown me that it iz considered almost vietim-
i=ation to take a public servant awayv from
4 position in the metropolitan area, where
he ha< established a home, and send him.
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to some couniry district where, at great
expense, he has to re-establish his hounsehold.
I know of one such case in the electorate of
the member for Kanowna (Hon, T. Walker).
The man has heen sent 300 miles away.
The department cannot huild him a home.
He ovenpies an important position, though
he is not on a large salary. He and his
wife have to board at an hotel. The mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. H. W, Mann) cannot
show me how that case is provided for in
the figures of the Commonwealth Statis-
tician. A previous Assembly has shown
its readiness to assess the disabilities in var-
ious districts of Western Australia.  That
was in conneetion with a Redistribution of
Seats Bill. This Chamber did not leave the
guiestion to a court or a Royal Commission,
hut assessed the relative values of votes in
the metropolitan, farming, pastoral and
mining distriets, and in the North-West.
This House itself decided the questim, in
eonformity with Western Anustralia’s poliey
that 6,000 electors in Perth should have only
as much say in the govermment of the coun-
try as 4,000 electors in the agricultural
areas and 2,000 in the goldfields and pas-
loral areas. So pronounced was the feeling
that nohody troubled about how many elee-
tors there were in the northern seats.
It has been the policy of Western Australia
to recognise that these disabilities exist. The
Government have been outspoken regarding
their attitude. I am glad that the Minister
for Works has been most outspoken, but 1
object to apologists like the member for
Perth (Mr. H. W. Mann) who has claimed
that this matter has bheen referred to the
court definitely for determination. 1 ean
eonceive of the member for Perth announe-
ing that it had been referred to the court
for review, and then, whatever the court’s
decision may be, he will claim that that is
the court’s responsibility. The Minister for
Woiks has been quite definite, and he has
told us that all the evidenee he can secure
wi'l he placed hefore the court with a view
to securing the abolition of the gistrict
allowances.

Hon. P. Collier: He said he hopes the
court will give that dee¢ision.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN : I appreciate an op-
ponent such as the Minister for Works, bm
I have the utmost contempt for others who
seek to mislead the publiec by holding up
the Commonwealth Statistician’s figures. 1
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am not surprised at what has taken place.
Sowe people are surprised, but during the
election I took every possible gpportunity
of announcing that if the then Opposition
were retuned and tormed a Government, an
attack would be made on the standard of
living of the workers. 1T said it was an
immoral certainty that they would do it,
and what I predicted has come to pass. So
long as they will accept the responsibility,
then it resolves itself into a question as lo
which policy the people will aecept.

Mr. J. H. Smith: What about the attack
on Murray-Jones?

AMlre. MILLINGTON: I was wondering,
Alr. Speaker, if you would permit the dis-
cussion to continue in a general way? At
the outset I determined to confine myself
to the two points—iistrict allowanees and
hours. As to the guestion mentioned by
the member for Nelson (Mr. J. H. Smith),
if he chooses to raise it he will get all he
wanis,

The Minister for Lands: But not on the
amendment.

Mr. MILLINGTON: No. After what I
said about the new Speaker this evening, I
would not dream of imposing on his good
pature to the extent of digressing. There
will e ample opportunities for dealing with
other matters. On the guestion now before
the House, I claim that although the Gov-
ernment are attucking the guestion of dis-
triet allowances, those allowances bave heen
part and pareel of the general policy of the
State. The Minister for Works would not
suggest that the rebates on railway
freights for people in the ecountry dis-
tricts ave not justified. If the Commissioner
of Railways were given a free band, I do
not think for one moment that he would
grant those rebates. As the member for
Geraldton (Mr. Willeock) pointed out, the
carriage of superphosphate at the present
rate is not a business proposition. Al
though we say that the Commissioner of
Railways has a free hand, everyone knows
that Government policy for the time being
influences the position, and that the Com-
missioner really does not have a frec hand
in all matters. On the guestion of roads,
the people in the metropelitan avea do not
object to concessions made in respect of
country roads. Even in the Edueation De-
partment, certain concessions are granted
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repeatedly with reference to eouniry schools
and country scholars. Those coticessions do
not apply to the metropolitan district and
no exception is taken to them. When it
is said that this is not a question in respeect
to which the Government should take full
responsibility, I shall be satisfied so long
as the Government are straightforward. T
presume the Minister for Works, and not
the member for Perth, is entitled to speak
for the Government. We have had the
position wade eclear hy the Minister for
Works without any quibbling, and if that
is to be the attitude of the Government
when this matter comes up for discussion
in publie, I shall be satisfied. As for help-
ing the Government, they will get plenty
of help from this side of the House. I am
prepared to help them to a greater degree
than they imagine, and in the rvight time
and in the right place, I shall propound a
scheme that will help the Government cut
of the difficult times we are confronted with
at nresent.

The Minister for Railways: T have had
ten thousand offers during the last fori-
night.

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: But you have not
had mine! I think the Minister for Rail-
ways realises the extent to whieh I am pre-
paved to assist the Government. Tnstead
of the Government rushing into this pro-
posal and plaring hefore the cowrt an appli-
cation tor the abolition of distriet allow-
ances, I suppose it will he claimed that the
court will review the position.

The Minster for Works: The court will
<leeitle.,

Mz, MILLINGTON: T regret the posi-
tion because ineluded in the Cabinet is the
Cliief Secreiary, a gentleman who is con-
sidered an expert in stating the case for
Western Australian disabilities. He pre-
sented a remarkably complete case, as a re-
sult of which Western Australia received
a considerable eash consideration from the
Federal Government. Even that Govern-
ment was forced to recognise our disabil-
ities, as the result of the case presented on
our behalf. Had the Government referred
this matter to the Atbornev-General . for
support, he would have put up an answer-
able ease in support of the disabilities suf-
fered by people in outback places. T
am acstonished that a Cabinet embracing
five memhers representing conntry consti-

253

tuencies—icur Ministers from the Country
Party and the Premier himself, who repre-
sents a eountry district—should be the first
to depart Erom a policy of decentralisation,
which is the deciared policy of Western
Australia, The present Government have
declared for eentralisation. They have said
to Government emplovees in Perth, “You
shall be paid at the same rate as those in
the outback plaees.” This decision will affect
the Government service considerably. The
Minister for Raibways, who also administers
the Police Department, has a most diffienit
task to pnerform. Every officer who is sent
outside the metropolitan area wiil immedi-
ately deeide that he has been victimised.
That is so at the present time, even though
distriet allowances are in foree. If there
is any doubt as to whether disabilities are
suffevred hy those stationed in couniry dis-
tricts, the Government ean easily ascertain
the feeling. for if they were to give every
Government employee an opportunity to
stay in Perth where no allowances are paid,
or to go info the country, where dis-
trict  allowances apply, they would
quickly find the whole of the Govern-
ment employees loeated in the metropolis.
There is no doubt about it, if it comes to
individual ¢hoice. T do not know that the
Commonwealth Statistician is as good a
judee of it as the man himself. If it be left
to the man himself, it will be found that the
public servants do consider they are under
a distinet disadvantage in being ordered to
zo to the country, even when it means a
district allowance, Therefore, if the district
allowance he abolished, the Government will
find there will be snggestions of favouritism,
and in every way the service will be dis-
organised and demoralised. ~ T ean just
imagine the very fine work that will be put
in by officials with influence, to the end that
they might remain in Perth or in the vieinity
of the metropolitan area. The diffienlty will
be to staff outback places at all. While in
oftice T had to tell the police that they were
not the metropolitan police, but the police
foree of Western Australia. That being so,
and since the same principle applies to other
departments, elearly the Government are
making an error in departing from an es-
tablished system to which public servants
consider they are entitled, by requiring
its abolition.  Coming to the question of
hours, I agree the Arbitration Court is in a
Letter position to deal with that than it is
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to deal with distriet allowanees. For dis-
trict allowances are not a matter of calenla-
tion; 2 hundred and one different considera-
fions come into that ¢uestion. The member
for Perth sugmested that hecause the statis-
tician says there is very little disability in
certain outhack plaees, climate is the
unly dizability. But that is too ridiculous
for words. The allowances were not given
entirelv on that aceount. So, when it comes
to the question of district allowances, I say
it 1s 2 question of poliey, and one the Gov-
ernment should have taken th2 responsi-
bility of determining, rather than refer-
ring it to the Arbitration Court. The time
i= now rather late to go into the whole ques-
tion of industrial eonditions, and I shall not
presume on your good nature, Mr. Speaker,
but it does seem to me that it is not only
here in Woestern Australia, but throughout
the world that mankind is faced with a
world-wide problem due to so large a per-
centage of the workers being out of employ-
ment. I suggest to the Government that
they will not overcome the diffienlty, but
rather accentuate it, if the hours of those
wlio are at work arve inereased. Surely that
sort of thing will not help us out of the un-
emplovment difliculty. 1 am not prepared
to say just now what T consider the remedy
may be, but I do know that nobody has yet
discovered a remedy. I need not reiterate the
position in respect to the faet that our pro-
ductive capucity has so inereased that the
world can be supplied with all its needs
while a hig percentage of the population re-
wmains unemployed. I think the Government
iiad not hetter depend on removing this
wmodern problem by increasing the hours of
those who are at work. I suggest, too, that
the snecessful industries in this State arve
aot  those industries in which excessively
long lhours ave worked, Take the farming
industry. Some people have the idea that
only those farmers who work excessively
long hours have been successful,  Actually,
the modern trend is for fewer hours to be
worked. As a matter of fact, if a man takes
“nore than eight hours in which to do a
decent day’s work, he does not know how to
sat himself to work. I remesmber when I
was speaking at Wiekepin on one oreasion
Wt old gentleman ~eemed to have guite wade
np his mind that his hours of labour were
codug 1o he interfered with, T told him I
.;ﬂi("“' tl]t’l'(‘ were -~gine uien \\'hU fonk an ex-
traordinarily long time in doing o day's
work, but that T had not the slighest 1dea of
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interfering with hi= work. It is quite clear,
Mr. Speaker, that what is of much more
importance than working long hours is the
ability, by the use of modern conditions, to
work efficiently throughout a day of some-
what shorter hours. Until in Australia and
in Western Australia we realise this, and
there is more regard given to eificiency than
to excessively leng hours, we are still going
te be a country or a State that is behind the
times. TUntil we adopt modern conditions,
limiting the number of hours worked in in-
dustry, we are not going to keep up our
end in the keen competition to which we
shall be subjected. I sugwest that attentior iw
ziven to efliciency rather than to thinking
our salvation lies in working long hours. I
kmow the Government and the Minister for
Railways are in a real diffieulty in respect
of cur railways. I commend to them the
report of the Commissioner of Railways in
to-day's “West Australian.” A perusal of
that report will show that there are other
things than inereasing hours and abolishine
the district allowance which will be found
necessary to put the railways on a proper
footing. Points in the Commissioner's ve-
port giving consideration to ways and means
are more likely to put the service on a better
footing and re-organise it even to the extent
of restoring it to a profitable hasis. That
is all T intend to say just now. T promised
vou, Sir, that T would confine myself to the
two ¢uestions. They are questions on which
I have definite views. I emphatieally sup-
port the amendment moved by the memher
for East 1’erth, and I think it well the Honse
should divide on this gquestion, =0 that we
may see where the promises are, and who
are prepared to disclose their attitude on
this question. During the election [ heard
some exceedingly generous comments by my
opponent, who was quite devated to the
workers and passionafely attached to the
unemployed. But now is the time when we
eun declare ourselves on a guestion like this,
and a division of the Houxe will tell the
people of the State, not what was prowized
on the eve of au election, bhut what is aetu-
ally heing done now. The Goverminent huve
aceepted their responsibilities, and their fui-
Jowers are responsible for backing that (ov-
ernment. I am plea<ed that the auendment
has heen moved, for we <hall now et o
detinite pronouncement and people will no
longer have anv doubt us to our view- on
thi~ question.
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MR. GRIFFITHS (Avon—on amend-
ment) [10.28]: A certain amount of atten-
tion has been directed to me to-night. When
I heard the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) saying nice things about me, I
was reminded of the classic proverb, “Be-
ware of the Greeks when they come bearing
gifts in their hands.” 1 began to wonder
where was the nigger in the wood pile. It
appears it is all in reference to my atti-
tude on this question. I want the House
10 understand that I stand here just as I
did when in Merredin. In regard to this
district allowance, 1 do not believe in ifs
abolitton, but I have yet to learn that the
(GGovernment are abolishing the allowance.
1 should like fo ask why the member for
Hannans (My. Munsie), who made the
statement here just now, said that the Gov-
ernment with whick he was associaied for
six years had paid where it was considered
the money was not due, ond yet did not
pay in places where it certainly was due.
He did not state why his Government did
not do something in that respect in six
vears. I have never approved of an altera-
tion of hours or conditions by the Govern-
ment. What becomes of what we have been
told is the finest Arbiirafion Aect in the
world if we do not abide by it?

Mr. Sleeman: I think the whip must
have Ijeen cracked.

Mr. GRIFPFITHS: The hon. member will
see directly. T stand to what 1 said at Mer-
redin. When the present (Government took
office, they found the Treasury devoid of so
much as a sprat to rattle on a tembstone,
Consequently they have had to look around
for measures to meet the existing position.
A start has to be made somewhere.

Mr. Sleeman: Start with the workers.

Mr., GRIFFITHS: The Mimster has
made an application to the Arbitration
Counrt. If the Arbitration Court is the body
to fix wages and conditions, the Govern-
ment have done the correst thing in ap-
proaching it.

Mr. MeCallum: They eould not do other-
wise.

My, GRTIFFITHS: Then how 1s it the
previcus U[overnment made alterations
without gotng to the Arbitration Court?

Mr. MeCallum: We could give, but you
eannot take away. Ts that news to yon?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The Government have
done the right thing in appronching the
court. 1! stated in Merredin that T joined
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issne with workers on the question of tle
di-hour week

Hon., P. Collier interjected.

My. GRIFFITHS: The hon. member
visited Merredin and was roasted.

" Mr. Sleeman: And next time you will be.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: My vote grows larger
and larger every time. I got half the votes
in a place where one would naturally ex-
pect 75 per cent. to be against me. The
Leader of the Opposition visited Merredin,
but the opinion expressed after he left way
that he had made a very poor showing.

Hon. P. Collier: They had heard of your
wonderful genius!

Mr., GRIFFITHS: ‘The hon. member
made special efforts to blow me to pinces.
but failed. After listening to ile member
for Guildford-Midland (Hon. W. D. John-
son) I am satisfied that instead of talking
about a r«luction of salary, we shouid tall
of an inereaze. The price of flour has coine
down, due fo the lLeader of the Opposi-
tion, and the rate of interest is being dis-
cussed on acecount of what the member for
South Fremantie had to say. He was not
the first to raise that question. The “Alie-
ror” in its issue on the Saturday previous
to the hon. member’s speaking, gave almost
the same fizures, so I suppose John Simons
had something to do with it.

Hon. P. Collier: I thought you said that
blathering was a waste of time.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I do not agree with
the abolition of distriect allowances. I have
yet to find that the Governmenti can tell
the Arbitration Cowrt to abolish them.

Mr. McCallum: They are asking the court
to do so.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: We know this mar-
vellous Mussolini from South Fremantle.
The Government eannot dictate to the court.

Hon. P. Collier: Are you sure of that?

Mr. McCallum: You are a marvel.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: 1 see no reason why
the distriet allowances should not be re-
arranzed. The member for Hanuans has
told us that there have heen instanees dur-
ing the last six years in which district allow-
anees were paid when they should not lava
heen paid and vice versa. Tt is gyuite rea-
sonable tor the Government to make their
application to the court. The ecourt wil
consider all the factors hearing on the unes-
tton. and I take it will give a fair and just
decision,
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Hon, W. D. Johnson: If the district allow-
anee for Merredin is abolished, how wil von
get unt ‘

Mr. GRIFFITHS: 1 consider Merredin
is a deor place to live in. Rents are not
cheap, as has been stated here to-night. 1
do not take much notice of the statistician’s
figwies, beeause 1 know that Merredin rents
are dear.. Some men are paying 32s. 6d.
a week rent for privately owned houses. Tt
is true that the Government coltages ecarry
a more reasonable renf, I have said that
saerifices must be made, but some members
opposite are afraid of them. There is talk
of reducing salaries.

Hon. P. Collier: Get out!

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T, perhaps least of
all, can afford a reduction, and yet I am
willing te subwit te a reduction.

Hon. P. Collier: You are not worth twe
bob a2 week.

Mr. SPEAKER: We are not discussing
that.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Had the Government
done what previous Governments did, they
would have taken the law into their own

hands and altered the conditions without
approaching the ewrnt,
Mr. McCallum: They eonld not. The law

would not allow them to do it.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Anyhow, they are
adopting the lawful method, and therefore
1 support the amendment.

MR. PANTON (Leederville—on amend-
ment} [10.37]: Therc are one or two phases
of the question with which I should like
to deal, not so much what has heen saild
to-night, as what was said by the Minister
for Works on Thursday last. I thirk the
Minister partially repeated to-nieht what
he said on Thursday last, that ‘he Labour
Government had granted the 44-hour weck
before the expiration of an awanl, thus
breaking the law. Tt is something new te
me to hear that any emplover, whether ihe
Government or a private employer, s
bhreaking the law by granting hetter con-
ditions than those prescribed by the Arvhi-
tration Court. The Minister (or Works
must surely know that the Arbitration Court
stipulates a maximum number of heurs and
a minimum rate of wage, and it is a com-
mon occurrence in all avoeations for em-
ployers to pay more than the minimum wage
and prant their employees slorter hours
than those provided by the mward. Other-
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wise, every worker would he on the vue
ievel, the minimum rate. Among shop as-
sistants, hundreds of men and women were
paid more than the basic rate preseribed
by the Arbitration Court and worked fewer
hours than the court stipulated. The argu-
ment put up by the Minister for Works
will eertainly not hold water,

The Minister for Works:
pect it to.

My, PANTON: Surely the Minister ex-
pected it to carry some weight, or did he
mention it simply to convinee himself ? The
Minister also said that the Government pro-
posed to alter the industrial econditions
through the Arbitration Court, while the
Labour GGovernment had done it by politieal
action. I would like to know whether the
Minister has any objection to politieal
action. Does not he honestly believe
that the workers of this State are
parving inte funds vear in and year
out as an assurance that they will
obtain better industrial conditions through
politieal action? Surely he does not
for a moment believe that the workers
combine through their trades uniens, {heir
ALP. branches and otherwise, to return
sufficient members to this House withont
expecting their repre<entatives to do things
Ly political action. That is what the Lahour
Party stands for, industrial and political
netion.

Mr. Withers:
siand for?

My, PANTON: Tt stands for politieal
action sa far as thev themselves are con-
cerned, and industrial action when it suits
their convenienee, The difference Dbetween
fhe Lakour Party and the party represented
v our friends opposite is that whilst in
office the latter ean operate by  politienl
action. hut when thev want to operate in-
dustrially they need not go to the Arbi-
tration Court hecause thev know they ean
starve the workers intn submission any time
they like to do so.

Mr. Willeock: They can try.

My, PANTON: They have tried it pretty
suecessfully at various times during the
last 30 or 40 vears. If the Labour Party
or the workers, after electing members to
this House with a majority, do not take
some political aetion, they will be foolish
to subseribe towards the policy of political
action. That is where T object to the atti-
tude of the present Government. In 1924
the most prominent feature in the fight

I did not ex-

What doe< the other party
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at the elections was the d44-hour week.
For two years previously industrial dis-
putes, and some of them pretty big ones,
were constantly ocewrring. The employees
of the metropolitan water supply as well
as of the Coolgardie water scheme were
on strike. It seemmed possible that the Kal-
goorlie water supply would be stopped un-
less the water was run through under the
protection of a gnard with fixed bayonets.
Members on this side and others on the
public platform pleaded with the men to
do nothing so drastic, I and many others
urged them to put their politieal action
into operation, and at the ensuning elections
to eleet a Government of their own, who
would give them the 44 hours without
necessarily starving them first. As the
member {for Middle Swan has said, 'the
engineers prior to that went out on strike
for six months over the 44-hour week. In
1924 the political fight was waged mostly
around the question of 44 hours,

The Minister for Works: Was noi the
Arbitration Court then in existencet

Mr. PANTON: Yes. The strike was
against the award of the e¢ourt. The Min-
ister does not believe the workers always
abide by the awards. It has Dbeen said be-
fore that it is our Avbitration Court. Why
is it ours? Surely the President of the
Arbitration Court does not favour ws or
anyone else. He is unbiassed and belongs
to no party. Why is the courl our court?

The Minister for Works: The ex-)inis-
ter for Works brought down the Indnslvial
Arbitration Bill. That is why.

Mr. PANTON: The Minister brought
down a dog Aet. Is it his dog, and do all
the dogs in the State belong to him? What
a stupid answer to make! Because the ex-
Minister for Works introduced the Indus-
trial Arbitration Bill, it is our eourt! Tle
may have had something to do with the
matter, but this does not make it our court
any more than an amendment to the Ori-
minal Code causes the code to belong to the
Chief Justice.

Mr. Wilson: The court has heen there
for years.

Mr. PANTON: In 1927 the genera! elee-
tions were fought to a large extent on lonz-
service leave. At the 1930 election there was
no question abont 44 hours or district
allowances. Over the last three weeks the
ery was chiefly **Work for all.”’ That was
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the only question discussed then. Like ihe
member for Hannans I heard candidates all
over the metropolitan area pledging them-
selves and the party they were supporting
that there wounld: be no interfernree with
industrial conditions. M. Taylor, who was
Speaker for many years, and was one of
my oppounents in West Leederville, danced
with rage when it was suggesied to him
that, if the Mitcheli Government were re-
turned, the industrial conditions would he
altered. Although I defeated him very for-
tunately for himself, he has now yot a bet-
ter job. If he had been elecled, he would
be using the same argunents that have heen
used by members opposite to-night. Tf
men ean go on the platform end give a de-
finite undertaking that if returncd they will
suppurt the policy that is in speration, and
wis put into operation by a provious Gov-
ernment, they should he mer. encuzn to
stand up to.what they have snid. We hear
a lot of talk about a reduetion in the salarics
of members and cheap sneers at the ex-
nense of politicians. That is because three
parts of the promizes made orn the hustineg
are not worth a flip of the fingers when it
comes to a vote of the House. Until mem-
hers are prepared (o stand up to what they
have said on the hustings they will not get
mueh respeet from the publin. I say to
members representing the matropolitan areq
that it is wo good thinking they can play
ducks and drakes with the publie because
they have been elected for three years. Peo-
ple have long memories, anu whether the
party opposite has heen able to find work
for all or not, it the industrial eonditions
are altered in the way that is now being at-
tempted, these members ave going to meet
trouble in three years’ time, und probably
very much sooner. They can laugh about
it and they ean even get out the old gung
from Binckboy. aml stavt them on the rounls
as they did on the oecasion of the last elee-
tions.
Mr. Hegney: T have them all now.

Mr. PANTON: I met ¢ne the other night.
He asked me when I was going to shake
up the Mitchell Governmeni to see that
some work was made available. T replied
that he had gome round supporting the
other side during the eleetions and asked
why he did not go to that side for work.
He said that he had obtained three months
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work from them but now had to find an-
other job. 1f every member of the gang
in the metropolitan area had three months’
work, there must have been plenty of others
who bad to go without it. Reeently T had
a conversation with the former Leader of
the Country Party, Mr. Thom:on. He told
me that had it not been for the Labon:
Party, he would be here yet.

Tion. . Collier: That iz one serviee Lab-
our has rendered to Western Ausiralia.

Mr. PANTON: T do not know whether
that is so or not. I will say this for Mr.
Thomson, that he was prepared to stand
up here day after day, night after night,
and pledge himself to abolish the 44-heur
week, or district allowanees, or anvthing else
that was to the advantage of the workers.
I feel everv sympathy for Sir James Mit-
chell. T have said on the platform, and 1
say here to-night, that T held the belief
that Sir James Mitchell personally wonld
honour the obligations entered into by the
Collier Government with the workers, but
that if Sir James was unfortunate enough
to have to allot half the portfolios in his
Ministry to the Country Party, he would
have to do as he was told. That, T believe,
is what has happened. T am disappointed
in the deputy Leader of the Governmeni. T
shonld not have expected so young a man
io be so Conservative. 1 repeat. Sir James
Mitehell has my sympathy in the unfirtan-
ate position in which he finds himself of
having to submit to half the portfolios in
his Cabinet heing held by members of a
party whieh at all times has had the decire
to intcvfere with, and to crush, the indus-
tiiz] workers of the metropolitan arvea.

MR. RAPHAEL (Vietoria Park—on
amendment) [11.2]: To my mind, one or
two roinis should be stressed before the
amendment goes to a division. The first is
as to certain remarks made by the former
Leader of the Country Party upon his re-
turn from a world tour. He began by visit-
ing India, and he told us that in India men
worked 16 hours a day for very small re-
muneration indeed. But he said that condi-
tions were still better in Afriea-—still longer
hours and vet shorter pay. Let us bear in
mind that similar conditions are heine forced
on the Australian workers by the party of
which that man was the leader.

Stress of .
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circumstances is foreing the present Govern-
ment to take the proposed action against the
workers. 1y opponent in the Victoria Park
election used the same expressions as Sir
James Mitchell—“Vote for me and I will
find work for you all, and prosperity for
you all” 1In Victoria Park there are now
three times ns many men walking the streets
and begging for fnod for their children as
there were hefore the change of Govern-
ment. The sustenance given to them barely
suffices to keep boly and soul together. The
soles of their feet are on the ground, and
theiy childvren ave crving for food. The
Nationalists have to consider that we are
representatives of the workers, and that we
promised to stick up for the worlkers, just
as many members on the other side of the
House did. I appeal to those Lon. munbers
opposite to keep their word now, and pot
throw over the worker who has trusied them
almost for the subsistence of lis wife and
children. I ask those hon. members to ad-
here to their word given to those poor
people, and to vote in accordance with the
promises that were made.

Amendment put, 2nd a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 21
Noes 25
Majority against 4
AYER.

ar. Collier Mr, Munsie

Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton

Mr. Cunningham Mr. Raphael

Mr. Hegney Mr. Sleeman

Mr. Tohpeapn Mr. Trey

Mr. Kenneally Me. Walker

My, Lamond Mr. Wonshrough

Mr, Lutey Mr. Willcock

Mr. Marshall Mr. Withers

Mr. McCallum Mr, Wlilson

Mr., Millington (Teller.)

NoEa.

Mr. Angelo ; Si- Jomes Mitchell

3r. Baroard Mr. Parlter

Mr. Brown Mr. Patrick

Mr. Davy ! Mr. Plesse

Mr. Dopey s Mr. Rlckhardson

Mr. Ferguson i Mr, Sampson

Mr. Griffiths ; Mr, Scaddan

Mr. Keenan Mr. J. H. Smith

Mr. Latham . Mr, J. M. Emith

Mr. Lindsay ' Mr, Thorn

Mr. H. W. Mann Mr. Wells

Mr. J. I. Mann Mr. North

Mr. McLarty . (Telrer,)
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Par.
AYE.

Miss Holman

No.
Mr. Teesdale

Amendment thus negatived.

On motion by Mr. Piesse, debate ad-

journed.

House adjourned at 10.59 p.m.

Legislative Council,
Thursday, 4th September, 1930.

PAGE
e 201
vee o 201

1 . Teall

P 1
iddreas-ln-reply, elghth &'ny‘

ond woges

The PRESIDEXT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAYS, EMPLOYEES
AND WAGES,

Hon. Sir WILLTAM LATHLAIN asked
the Minister for Country Water Supplies:
1. How many persons were employed by the
Railway Depariment in the vears 1925, 2028,
1927, 1928, 1929, and 19307 2, What was
the amount paid in salaries and wages for
each of those vears?

The MINISTER FOR COUNTRY
WATER SUPPLIES replied: 1, The aver-
age number of stafl emploved was as fol-
lows:—1925, 7,049, 1926, 8,251; 1927, 8,827;
1928, 9,312; 1929, 9,613; 1930, 9,660. 2,
Total salaries and wages paid (including al-
lowances) :(—1925, £1,922.093; 1926, £2,086,-
872; 1927, £2:794 640; 1928, £2'442 997,
1029, £2,551,05G: 1930, £2,587,456.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Eighth Day.

HON. G. FRABER (West)

I desire to assure the House at the

oufset that it is not my intention to

make a marathon effort such as that

indulged in by Mr. Nicholson yester-

day, nor shall I put over the House
[10]

[4.35]:
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any Seoteh jokes. I do not intend to deal
individoally with those who were raferred
to by previons speakers, either to express
sympathy or to pay a compliment, hut will
content myself with stating I endoree what
they spid. I was pleased when I read some
time ago in the Press that the emhargo
placed npon manures from the North West
boats had been lifted, but on making inves-
tigations I regretted to find that, owing to
the departmental inspectors having diseov-
ered the presence of Buffalo flies at Fre-
mantle, the lifting of the embargo was
merely temporary. At first I thought that
their efforts to cope with that pest had been
successful, and that would have been of great
advantage to many settlers, particularly in
the Spearwood district to whom the use of
the cheap manure from the hoats means, to
put it plainly, the difference hetween carry-
ing on and closing up. Until the lagt two
vears or so, the growers had the benefit
of the use of the manures, but now, becausa
of the Buffalo fly, they have not that ad-
vantage.  Owing to the discovery of the
Buffalo fly at Fremantle, the department
has found it impossible to lift the embargo
permanently, 1 trust, however, that inves-
tigations will be continued and thal before
the snwmmer, some wmeans of dealing with
the pest will be discovered and then the
growers will be able to have the benefit azain
of cheap mannre from the North-West boats,
Earlier in the session 1 asked the Leader cf
the House questions regarding sewerape
work at East Fremantle. T did not ask
those questions from mere idle curiosity,
but because the East Fremantle district bas
heen swrveyed for at least 12 months. Many
new premises lave been erected there
during the past two or three vears, for Easl
Fremantle has gone ahead by leaps and
hounds. These who contemplated building
have heen at their wit’s end to ascortain
whether the department intended to pro-
ceedl with the sewering of that partienlar-
area. Some of them proposed to instal sep-
tic tanks, but did not desire to go to that
expense if there was a possibility of the
department proceeding with the sewering
of the area. I am sorry that the answers
furnished by the Leader of the House were
rather vagme, for the people concerned are
now in the same position as they were be-
fore 1 asked the question. When the Min-
ister replics to the debate, I hope he will
at least give us some information as to when



